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MAIN DEVELOPMENTS IN MIGRATION AND INTERNATIONAL PROTECTION, INCLUDING LATEST STATISTICS

LEGAL MIGRATION AND
MOBILITY

PROMOTING LEGAL MIGRATION CHANNELS

On 15 August, the Czech Republic completed the
transposition process of the Seasonal Workers’
Directive 2014/36/EU and the Intra-Corporate Transfers
Directive 2014/66/EU by the amendment of the Act on
Residence of Foreign Nationals No. 326/1999 Coll.

The Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport introduced a
new project for students entitled Student Mode. The
project, reserved to students, is meant to support third-
country nationals admitted to Czech Universities by
facilitating the visa procedure.

Moreover, the Ministry of the Interior facilitated the
translation and distribution of an informative leaflet
“How do | do this” about legal immigration procedures.

ECONOMIC MIGRATION

The new law, amending the Act on Residence of
Foreign Nationals No. 326/1999 Coll., introduced
four new types of visas/residence permits: three of them
have been introduced as a response to the respective EU
Directives (Long-term Visa for the Purpose of Seasonal
Work, Intra-Corporate Transferee Visa and European
Union Member State Intra-Corporate Transferee Visa),
while the fourth one, Long-term Residence Permit for
the Purpose of Investment, is specific to the Czech
Republic and only valid nationally. The long-term
residence permit for the purpose of business was also
modified.

KEY POINTS

A new law amending the Act on Residence of
Foreign Nationals introduced four new types
of visas/residence permits.

A new voluntary return programme was
initiated, leading to a rapid increase of
voluntary returns of irregular migrants.

The Resolution ‘Policy for the Integration of
Foreign Nationals — In Mutual Respect’, which
defines the integration policy of the Czech
Republic, was updated in 2017.

With this amendment, the concept of “unreliable
employer” which refers to those employers that had a
history of not complying with the obligations regarding
employment of third-country nationals, was introduced.
An amendment to the Employment Act (435/2004
Coll.) also came into force in 2017. The amendment
cancelled a ban on assigning third-country nationals
(except those who have free access to the labour
market) by temporary-work agencies to user
undertakings. This had been applied since 2012. At the
same time, it also sets more strict criteria on granting a
permit to temporary-work agencies and defined a
misdemeanour of  “Concealed  Brokering  of
Employment‘. The aim of the legislative changes in
agency employment is to protect temporary workers, as
well as establishing clearer rules in relation to the user.
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FAMILY REUNIFICATION

No relevant changes were reported in 2017.

MANAGING MIGRATION AND MOBILITY

In 2017, the Czech Republic implemented a number of
Visa Facilitation Agreements (Russia, Ukraine,
Georgia, Armenia, Azerbaijan and Cape Verde). An
evaluation of the border with Germany found no
deficiencies in the implementation. In April 2017, the
Third Progress Report on the Implementation of
the National Schengen Plan for the Period 2014 -
2020 was presented.

In 2017, the Czech Republic launched a new
cooperation with visa centres in China, India, Iran,
Lebanon and the Philippines. In the same year, further
cooperation for joint consular services was set up.
Starting from 2017, the Czech Republic was represented
by Hungary in Ho Chi Minh City in Vietnam and in turn
represented Belgium and Poland in Baghdad for holders
of diplomatic and service passports.

INTERNATIONAL PROTECTION
INCLUDING ASYLUM

In August 2017, an amendment to Act No. 325/1999
Coll.,, on Asylum came into force. It introduced the
following changes:

the obligation to register the sex of the asylum
seeker and his or her family background including
spouse and children at the time of lodging an
application;

the possibility to use videoconference in hearings
before the courts in appeal procedures against
decisions on international protection and detention
of asylum seekers;

the termination of the appeal procedures against
detention if detention has been terminated in the
meanwhile.

In 2017, there was a transfer of competencies in the
field of integration of beneficiaries of
international protection: the State Integration
Programme was transferred to the Refugee Facility
Administration, which became the main provider of
integration services.

The Czech Republic supported EASO activities by
deploying 25 national experts to Italy and Greece (17 in
Italy and 8 in Greece) and training 19 asylum and
migration personnel.

! European multidisciplinary platform against criminal threats.

UNACCOMPANIED MINORS AND
OTHER VULNERABLE GROUPS

No relevant changes were reported in 2017.

INTEGRATION

The integration policy of the Czech Republic, defined by
the Resolution ‘Policy for the Integration of
Foreign Nationals - In Mutual Respect’, was
updated in 2017. Integration measures included
informing foreigners about the Czech education system
and paying special attention to female, minor and senior
migrants.

The Ministry of the Interior continuously supported the
regional integration centres which were operating in
13 out of 14 regions of the Czech Republic. The opening
of a further integration centre in the Central Bohemian
Region is planned for 2018, meaning that all regions
would be covered. In 2017, the centres acted as hubs of
integration activities in each region, providing
information for immigrants and the wider public. For
example, public administration authorities actively
attended meetings with local actors within the regional
structures, monitored the situation and contributed to
addressing challenges in integration issues on the
regional level.

The Ministry of the Interior also implemented special
projects aimed to motivate municipalities to develop
their own integration strategy. In 2017, these projects
were implemented in 15 municipalities and with the
financial support of the Ministry of the Interior (14
million CZK or approx. € 551 000). The focus of the
projects were: language courses, socio-cultural courses,
organization of cross-cultural events and promotion of
research to develop integration plans. For example, a
new mobile application of City of Prague for immigrants
called “Praguer” was financially supported by the
Ministry of the Interior. The application contains basic
information about life in Prague.

IRREGULAR MIGRATION

The Czech Republic contributed to the international
effort to fight against the facilitation of irregular
migration by:

financially supporting specific projects in third-
countries (see Section 9);

participating in European or international projects,
such as, EMPACT;!



cooperating with European or international agencies,
such as Europol, Frontex, EASO, IOM and UNHCR,;

sending Czech police officers to support border
monitoring system in FYROM and Serbia. In Iraq, the
Czech police officers have been training Iragi police
officers since the end of September 2017. As of
January 2018, the team is going to be reinforced.

In addition, the Czech Republic sent National Liaison
Officers to Delhi, Hanoi, Kiev, Lvov, Moscow and Sofia.

RETURN

In 2017 the Ministry of the Interior started its own
voluntary return programme, leading to a rapid
increase in voluntary returns of illegal migrants. During
2017, 391 persons returned on the basis of the
programme which represents a more than two times
increase in comparison with voluntary returns carried
out in 2016 by other organisations.

The Ministry of the Interior also developed a new
cooperation model with IOM, focussing on incentives to
return for transit migrants from Pakistan, Afghanistan,
Iraq and Nigeria.

Amendments to the Act No. 326/1999 Coll, on
Residence of Foreign nationals (Alien Act) were
also drafted. They included the possibility of reducing
the period of entry ban if the irregular staying migrant
applies for voluntary return and cooperates on his/her
returning voluntarily. Voluntary return would also be
applicable to legal migrants whose period of legal stay
expired. The proposal of amendment also included an
alternative to detention, i.e. the determination of a place
of residence where the migrant should remain (such as
asylum facilities) by authorities.

In 2017, the Czech Republic worked on Implementing
Protocols with Armenia and Turkey to support the
implementation of EU readmission agreements.

2 Available at: http://www.mvcr.cz/mvcren/article/medevac-
programme.aspx

ACTIONS AGAINST
TRAFFICKING IN HUMAN
BEINGS

The Police enhanced cooperation on addressing
trafficking in human beings with counterparts from
Romania and the United Kingdom. No other relevant
changes were reported in 2017.

MAXIMISING DEVELOPMENT
IMPACT OF MIGRATION AND
MOBILITY

The Development Cooperation Strategy 2018-
2030 was approved in 2017 with plans for development
programmes for Bosnia and Herzegovina, Cambodia,
Ethiopia, Georgia, Moldova and Zambia.

The Czech Republic also provided financial support to
authorities of countries which are burdened by a high
influx of asylum seekers in the framework of the
Programme of the Ministry of the Interior for the
Assistance to Refugees in Regions of Origin and
Prevention of Large Migration Flows. Among these
countries were Jordan, FYROM and Serbia. The Czech
Republic also provided financial support to the UNHCR
for strengthening the infrastructural capacities of the
Azaraqg Camp in Jordan where new units for
accommodation have been built.

In addition, the Czech Republic participated financially in
the EU Trust Fund for Africa to strengthen operability
of the Libyan Coast and Sea Guard and in a joint Czech-
Italian project for the stabilisation of the inhabitants of
Cote d'lvoire.

Finally, the Czech Republic provided medical care and
financial support for medical care through MEDEVAC,?
in Jordan, Morocco, Kurdistan region of Iraq, Ukraine and
Senegal. This programme provides medical support for
vulnerable groups, civilians who suffer serious medical
conditions etc. Moreover, the programme conducted
training for foreign medical staff.

STATISTICAL ANNEX

The Statistical Annex provides an overview of the latest
available statistics for the Czech Republic on aspects of
migration and international protection (2014-2017),
including residence, asylum, unaccompanied minors,
irregular migration, return and visas. Where statistics
are not yet available, this is indicated in the Annex as
“N/A”.


http://www.mvcr.cz/mvcren/article/medevac-programme.aspx
http://www.mvcr.cz/mvcren/article/medevac-programme.aspx

STATISTICAL ANNEX: MIGRATION AND ASYLUM IN THE CZECH
REPUBLIC (2014-2017)

1. INTERNATIONAL PROTECTION AND ASYLUM

Figure 1: Asylum applications as a share of the total population in the Czech Republic,
EU average and EU high and low (2014-2017)
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Source: Eurostat migration statistics (migr_asyappctza), data extracted 30.03.18

Figure 2: Number of asylum applications and as a share of the total number of
applications in the EU (2014-2017)
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Source: Eurostat migration statistics (migr asyagpctza), data extracted 30.03.18
Table 1: Asylum applications: Top five third-country nationalities (2014-2017)
2014 2015 2016 2017
% of % of % of % of
Nationality No. Nationality No. Nationality No. Nationality No.
total total total total
Ukraine 515 | 45% Ukraine 695 | 46% Ukraine 505 | 34% Ukraine 435 | 38%
Syria 110 10% Syria 135 9% Iraq 155 11% Armenia 130 11%
Vietnam 65 6% Cuba 130 9% Cuba 85 6% Georgia 130 11%
Russian
Federation,
Cub 40 3% Vietnam 80 5% Syria 80 5% Azerbaijan 125 11%
uba,
Stateless
Belarus, Russian China (incl.
30 3% 45 3% 70 5% Vietnam 80 7%
Armenia Federation Hong Kong)

Source: Eurostat migration statistics (migr_asyappctza), data extracted 30.03.18



http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=migr_asyappctza&lang=en
http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=migr_asyappctza&lang=en
http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=migr_asyappctza&lang=en

Figure 3: Asylum applications: Top five third-country nationalities as a share of EU totals
per given nationality (2017)
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Source: Eurostat migration statistics (migr_asyappctza), data extracted 30.03.18
Note: the figure reads as: The Czech Republic received 435 asylum applications from the Ukraine or 4.28% of all asylum applications
launched by Ukraine in EU in 2017.

Table 2: Asylum applications - First instance decisions by outcome (2014-2017)

Of which:
Total Positive Negative
.. . Refugee Subsidiary Humanitarian .
decisions decisions decisions
status protection reasons
2014 1000 375 75 285 15 625
2015 1 335 460 55 390 15 875
2016 1 300 435 140 290 5 860
2017 1190 145 25 115 5 1 045

Source: Eurostat migration statistics (migr_asydcfsta), data extracted 30.03.18

Figure 4: Asylum applications - First instance decisions by outcome (2014-2017)
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Source: Eurostat migration statistics (migr_asydcfsta), data extracted 30.03.18

[ Granted subsidiary
protection

B Granted humanitarian
protection

W Negative decisions

Figure 5: Negative decision rate for the top five nationalities of applicants at the first
instance in comparison with EU for the same given nationality (2017)
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Source: Eurostat migration statistics (migr_asydcfsta), data extracted 30.03.18
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http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=migr_asydcfsta&lang=en
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Figure 6: Third-country nationals resettled (2014-2017)
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Source: Eurostat migration statistics (migr_asyresa), data extracted 02.05.18

2. UNACCOMPANIED MINORS

Figure 7: Unaccompanied minors applying Table 3: Unaccompanied minors (2014-2017)
for asylum (2014-2017)

w

20 15 2014 2015 2016 2017
15 Unaccompanied
10 5 minors (total) n/a n/a n/a n/a
n/a n/a Unaccompanied
0 . . . )

minor asylum 5 15 n/a n/a
2014 2015 2016 2017

applicants

Source: Eurostat Asylum applicants considered to be unaccompanied minors by citizenship, age and sex Annual data
(rounded) (migr_asyunaa), data extracted 04.04.18; EMN NCPs

3. LEGAL MIGRATION AND MOBILITY
Figure 8: First residence permits, by reason (2014-2017)
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Source: Eurostat (migr_resfirst), data extracted 24.07.2018. Data for 2017 provided by EMN NCP.

Table 4: First residence permits: Top five third-country nationalities (2014-2017)

2014 2015 2016 2017

Nationality Number Nationality Number Nationality Number Nationality Number
Ukraine 12867 Ukraine 23 207 Ukraine 24 223 Ukraine 18877

Russia 6 040 Russia 11289 Russia 12122 Russian 6852

Federation

Vietnam 3995 Vietnam 7 543 Vietnam 8 160 Vietnam 5195

United States 1780 United States 4195 United States 5633 United States 4197

Kazakhstan 1051 Kazakhstan 2164 Kazakhstan 2524 Mongolia 1894

Source: Eurostat migration statistics (migr_resfirst), data extracted 24.07.2018. Data for 2017 provided by EMN NCP.



http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=migr_asyresa
http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=migr_asyunaa&lang=en
http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/submitViewTableAction.do
http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/submitViewTableAction.do
file:///D:/icf%202018/EMN/Table%203_LC.xlsx%23RANGE!A16
file:///D:/icf%202018/EMN/Table%203_LC.xlsx%23RANGE!A16

Figure 9: Resident population of third-country nationals as a share of total population
in the Czech Republic, EU average, EU high and low (2014-2017)
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Source: Eurostat migration statistics (migr_poplctz), data extracted 30.03.18

4. IRREGULAR MIGRATION AND RETURN

Table 5: Number of third-country nationals refused entry at external borders (2014-
2017)

Third country nationals: 2014 2015 2016 2017
Refused entry at external 330 465 265 530
borders
Found to be illegally present 4430 8 165 4885 4360
Ordered to leave 2 460 4510 3760 6 090
Returned following an order 220 1715 530 805
to leave

Source: Eurostat migration statistics (migr_eirfs)(migr_eipre)(migr_eiord),(migr_eirtn) data extracted 02.05.18

Table 6: Third-country nationals returned (2014-2017)

Returned as part of forced return . Returned through an Assisted
Year Returned voluntarily
measure Voluntary Return Programme
2014 187 144 170
2015 151 120 257
2016 126 93 238
2017 144 104 523

Source: EMN NCPs

5. SECURING EUROPE’S EXTERNAL BORDERS
Table 7: Number of Schengen visas applications (2014-2017)

2014 2015 2016 2017

Uniform visas (short-stay visas) 519819 421 355 489 920 623 255

Source: DG Migration and Home — Complete statistics on short-stay visas issued by the Schengen States



http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=migr_pop1ctz&lang=en
http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=migr_eirfs&lang=en
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http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=MIGR_EIRTN&lang=en

Figure 10: Uniform visa applications received in Czech Republic as a share of the total
number of uniform visa applications in all Schengen states consulates (2014-2017)
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Table 8: Top five countries in which the highest number of visa applications for Czech
Republic was lodged (2014-2017)

2014 2015 2016 2017

Country Number Country Number Country Number Country Number

Russian 395 621 Russian 203 131 Russian 410 752 Russian 78 642
Federation Federation Federation Federation

Ukraine 59 607 Ukraine 65 729 Ukraine 143 007 China 106 333

China 18 158 China 28 760 China 97 181 Ukraine 73997
Belarus 18 045 Turkey 15 604 Turkey 30414 India 23987
Turkey 15 849 India 12 744 India 13076 Turkey 22 804

Source: DG Migration and Home Affairs




