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1   STUDY AIMS AND RATIONALE 

1.1   STUDY AIMS

This EMN study aims to offer a comprehensive overview of challenges and current solutions 
regarding the functioning of resettlement schemes and humanitarian admission programmes 
for refugees in the EU Member States and Norway. The outcomes of the study will make it 
SRVVLEOH�IRU�WKH�WDUJHW�DXGLHQFH�WR�OHDUQ�DERXW�DQG�LGHQWLI\�GLI¿FXOWLHV�DQG�VXFFHVV�IDFWRUV�IRU�
resettlement and humanitarian admission programmes. Thus it aims to assist the elaboration and 
further development of both national programmes and joint European initiatives, also with a view 
to contribute to the handling of possible future refugee crises and humanitarian emergencies. 

1.2   RATIONALE

According to the UNHCR, in 2015, the number of refugees, asylum-seekers and internally 
GLVSODFHG� SHRSOH� ZRUOGZLGH� KDV�� IRU� WKH� ¿UVW� WLPH� LQ� WKH� SRVW�:RUOG� :DU� ,,� HUD�� H[FHHGHG� 
60 million people.1 This development was driven mainly by the war in Syria, which at the end of 
2015 had displaced millions of people. Major new displacement were taking place in Africa – due 
WR�FRQWLQXHG�ZDUV�DQG�IDLOXUH�WR�UHVROYH�RU�SUHYHQW�FRQÀLFW��

:KLOH�PRVW� UHIXJHHV� KDYH� ÀHG� WR� QHLJKERXULQJ� RU� RWKHU� FRXQWULHV� LQ� WKHLU� UHJLRQV� RI� RULJLQ��
PLJUDWLRQ�DQG�UHIXJHH�ÀRZV�WR�(XURSH�KDYH�DOVR�LQFUHDVHG�PDVVLYHO\��ZLWK�KXQGUHGV�RI�WKRXVDQGV�
of refugees arriving in the EU Member States and Norway to apply for international protection, 
especially since the summer of 2015. Most of them entered the EU without registering, often 
via Greece or Italy, and then transited through a number of countries, both EU-Member States 
and non-members, hoping to reach Western and Central Europe or the Nordic countries. Under 
WKLV�H[FHSWLRQDO�PLJUDWRU\�SUHVVXUH�� WKH�ERUGHU�DQG�PRELOLW\� UXOHV�RI� WKH�6FKHQJHQ�DUHD�DQG�
WKH�'XEOLQ� UHJXODWLRQ� FDPH� XQGHU� VLJQL¿FDQW� SUHVVXUHV�� DQG� IRU�PDQ\� UHIXJHHV�� WKH� MRXUQH\�
WR�(XURSH�PHDQW�H[WUHPH�XQFHUWDLQW\�� ULVNV�DQG�GDQJHUV�� ,W�DOVR�EHFDPH�REYLRXV� WKDW�PDQ\�
(8�0HPEHU�6WDWHV�ZHUH�UHOXFWDQW�WR�DFFHSW�VLJQL¿FDQW�QXPEHUV�RI�DV\OXP�VHHNHUV�RQWR�WKHLU�
territory.

While the EU Member States and Norway are searching for adequate responses to the challenges 
of strongly increasing migratory pressures, several ideas and concepts to resolve, or at least 
DOOHYLDWH��WKH�UHVXOWLQJ�SUREOHPV�KDYH�EHHQ�GLVFXVVHG��VXFK�DV�EHWWHU�FRQWUROV�DW�WKH�H[WHUQDO�
ERUGHUV�RI�WKH�6FKHQJHQ�DUHD��D�VWUHQJWKHQHG�DSSURDFK�DJDLQVW�WUDI¿FNHUV�DQG�VPXJJOHUV�RI�
human beings, the implementation of a relocation scheme to distribute asylum seekers within 
WKH�(8��DVVLVWLQJ�QHLJKERXULQJ�VWDWHV�RI�FRQÀLFW�FRXQWULHV��DV�ZHOO�DV�DGGUHVVLQJ�WKH�URRW�FDXVHV�
of irregular migration by contributing to development and peace in affected countries in Africa, 
WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW��DQG�$VLD��/DVW�EXW�QRW�OHDVW��WKH�QHHG�IRU�RSHQLQJ�XS��RU�H[SDQGLQJ�H[LVWLQJ��
“legal routes” or pathways to protection in the EU has also been discussed. Resettlement is an 
important element of such legal routes and one (of three) main long-term solutions for refugees 
DORQJVLGH� UHWXUQ� �WKH� SUHIHUUHG� VROXWLRQ�� DQG� ORFDO� LQWHJUDWLRQ� LQ� WKH� FRXQWU\� RI� ¿UVW� UHIXJH��
5HVHWWOHPHQW�UHIHUV� WR� WKH� WUDQVIHU�RI� UHIXJHHV� IURP�WKH�FRXQWU\�RI�¿UVW� UHIXJH�WR�D�FRXQWU\�
ZLOOLQJ�WR�DGPLW�WKHP��VHH�EHORZ�XQGHU�³'H¿QLWLRQV´���

7KH�JRDO�RI�UHVHWWOHPHQW�LV�WR�RIIHU�D�GXUDEOH�VROXWLRQ�IRU�WKRVH�ÀHHLQJ�FRQÀLFW�DQG�WR�VXSSRUW�¿UVW�
countries of asylum in their efforts to deal with displaced people seeking asylum and the pressure 
this places on their country’s infrastructure, resources and citizens. The European Commission 
FRQ¿UPHG�WKH�UHOHYDQFH�RI�UHVHWWOHPHQW�DFWLYLWLHV�LQ�LWV�³(XURSHDQ�$JHQGD�IRU�0LJUDWLRQ´�RI�0D\�
2015, and in July 2015, the EU Member States committed to welcome over 20,000 refugees in 
WKH�QH[W�WZR�\HDUV� LQ�WKLV�ZD\��$OVR��DW�WKH�(8�$IULFD�VXPPLW�RQ�0LJUDWLRQ�WKDW�WRRN�SODFH�LQ�
November 2015 in valletta, the participating states declared that “access to regular mechanisms 

1 http://www.unhcr.org/558193896.html
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for protection, such as resettlement, should be reinforced”. In its communication on the State 
of Play of Implementation of the Priority Actions under the European Agenda on Migration in 
February 2016,2 the Commission indicated that the voluntary humanitarian admission scheme 
with Turkey must be put in place quickly to provide a legal pathway for Member States to offer 
LQWHUQDWLRQDO�SURWHFWLRQ�WR�SHUVRQV�GLVSODFHG�E\�WKH�FRQÀLFW�LQ�6\ULD��)ROORZLQJ�WKH�DJUHHPHQW�
between the European Council and Turkey on the implementation of an EU-Turkey joint action 
plan (18th March), the Commission announced a proposal to amend a Council Decision to relocate 
people in need for international protection from Italy and Greece. The amendment would make 
possible to allocate 54,000 places, which were foreseen for relocations, for resettlement of 
Syrians from Turkey.3

While the momentum is growing for resettlement programmes, there is a need for increased 
knowledge-sharing and support between “old”, “new” and “emerging” resettlement countries. 
Some (Member) States have had resettlement schemes for many years, others have recently 
started them, and some are considering the possibility to do so. While there are already projects 
aiming to develop the practical cooperation between (Member) States, and while a certain 
amount of information on national resettlement or humanitarian admission programmes is 
available and is being described and analysed (see “Literature” below), there is still a need to 
update and improve knowledge and awareness of practical problems and key success factors for 
UHVHWWOHPHQW�VFKHPHV�WKDW�DUH�ZHOO�GHVLJQHG��VXFFHVVIXOO\�LPSOHPHQWHG�DQG�DUH�DEOH�WR�H[SDQG�
the quota of persons to be resettled.

By looking into challenges faced by (Member) States that have resettlement or humanitarian 
admission programmes, while also aiming to understand the reasons of other Member States for 
not (yet) implementing such programmes, this study shall identify relevant common measures 
that may serve to increase the capacities for resettlement in Europe and improve the sustainability 
of the concept in times of high migratory pressure.

1.3   pRIMARY qUESTIONS TO BE ANSwERED

The main questions the Study will aim to address are:
��:KDW� DUH� WKH� QDWLRQDO� SROLWLFDO� FRQWH[WV� IRU� SROLFLHV� RQ� UHVHWWOHPHQW� DQG� KXPDQLWDULDQ�

admission in (Member) States? How have key national actors analysed and evaluated the 
H[SHULHQFH�ZLWK�UHVHWWOHPHQW�DQG�KXPDQLWDULDQ�DGPLVVLRQ�SURJUDPPHV"�

��How many persons have been resettled/admitted to EU Member States and Norway, and 
on what grounds? What are the distinctive features of national resettlement schemes and 
SURJUDPPHV"�:KDW�DUH�WKH�SUDFWLFDO�FRPSRQHQWV�RI�H[LVWLQJ�UHVHWWOHPHQW�VFKHPHV"

��What are the methods and criteria for selecting persons to be resettled/admitted? Are there 
cultural orientation programs and, if so, how are they designed and how do they work? Which 
actors are involved in the pre-departure and post arrival stages? What post-arrival integration 
efforts are there for resettled persons? 

��What are the current challenges and “best practices” for resettlement programmes and 
humanitarian admission programmes and what are the ambitions and plans among EU 
Member States and Norway for the coming years?4  

2   SCOpE OF THE STUDY 

This study will look into policies and practices developed by the EU Member States and Norway 
regarding resettlement of third-country nationals. Humanitarian admission programmes are 

2� &20����������¿QDO�
3 http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-981_en.htm
4� 'UDZLQJ�DOVR�RQ�WKH�¿QGLQJV�RI�WKH������(01�VWXG\�µ,QWHJUDWLRQ�RI�EHQH¿FLDULHV�RI�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�SURWHFWLRQ�LQWR�WKH�ODERXU�

market’.
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DOVR�FRYHUHG�ZKHQ�WKH\�DUH��RSHUDWLRQDOO\��VLPLODU�RU�HYHQ�LGHQWLFDO�WR��HYHQ�LI�QRW�GH¿QHG�DV��
resettlement. Private sponsorship programmes are covered in this Study but as they are less 
FRPPRQ�LQ�WKH�(8�WKDQ�RI¿FLDO�UHVHWWOHPHQW�DQG�RU�KXPDQLWDULDQ�DGPLVVLRQ�SURJUDPPHV��WKHVH�
will be covered in less detail. Not addressed in this Study are intra-EU relocation measures (i.e. 
SURJUDPPHV�GHVLJQHG�WR�UHDOORFDWH�DV\OXP�VHHNHUV�RU�EHQH¿FLDULHV�RI�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�SURWHFWLRQ�
between the Member States of the EU) and other regular admission channels (e.g., for persons 
PLJUDWLQJ�IRU�HPSOR\PHQW��VWXG\�RU�IDPLO\�UHXQL¿FDWLRQ�SXUSRVHV���)RU�0HPEHU�6WDWHV�WKDW�GR�
not currently have resettlement or humanitarian admission programmes, the study will cover  
a number of areas potentially of relevance for those countries.

7KH� VWXG\�ZLOO� EULHÀ\� SUHVHQW�� FRPPHQW� RQ�� DQG� FRPSDUH� WKH� QDWLRQDO� SROLWLFDO� FRQWH[WV� IRU�
contemporary policies on resettlement and humanitarian admission in EU Member States and 
Norway, including relevant debates and views of key stakeholders.  There will also be an analysis 
and evaluation of the implementation of resettlement and humanitarian admission programmes 
by the different national and international actors involved. The study is also relevant for Member 
States that do not yet have a resettlement or humanitarian admission programme but might 
wish to set one up in the futures. 

Member State statistics on categories and nationalities of resettled/admitted individuals will be 
analysed, as well as distinctive features of national resettlement programmes and programmes 
carried out as part of the Joint EU Resettlement Programme. 

The study will present methods and criteria used for selecting persons to be resettled/admitted, 
as well as the use of cultural orientation programmes and other measures in advance of 
resettlement. Post-arrival integration efforts for resettled persons will also be studied when they 
differ from integration measures for other migrants or persons granted protection following an 
application on the country’s territory. 

)LQDOO\�� WKH� VWXG\� ZLOO� SUHVHQW� DQG� GLVFXVV� WKH� ¿QGLQJV� RI� DQ\� HYDOXDWLRQV� RI� UHVHWWOHPHQW�
programmes/humanitarian admission programmes, identify best practices, look into relevant 
SXEOLF�GHEDWHV�LQ�WKH�0HPEHU�6WDWHV��DQG�H[DPLQH�DQ\�DPELWLRQV�DQG�SODQV�DPRQJ�(8�0HPEHU�
States and Norway for the coming years.

2.1   TEMpORAL SCOpE

7KH�VWXG\�FRYHUV�DSSURDFKHV�DQG�H[SHULHQFHV�LQ�(8�0HPEHU�6WDWHV�DQG�1RUZD\�WR�UHVHWWOHPHQW�
during the period 2011–2015.

3   EU LEGAL AND pOLICY CONTEXT

The 1999 Tampere Summit laid down the general direction for the Justice & Home Affairs Area and 
produced agreement on the Common European Asylum System (CEAS). In 2003 a Commission 
FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�KLJKOLJKWHG�UHVHWWOHPHQW�DV�D�ZD\�IRU�HQVXULQJ�µRUGHUO\�DQG�PDQDJHG�DUULYDO¶5 
and this culminated in the Council asking the Commission in January 2005 to put in place a 
resettlement programme. The Commission responded to this in September 2005 with an action 
plan for regional protection programmes, highlighting voluntary resettlement commitments.6 
A proposal for an EU-wide Resettlement programme was tabled in September 2009 and the 
Commission set out the aims for setting up such a programme.7 After long negotiations the 
Commission proposal was adopted by the European Parliament on 29th March 2013, and established 

5� &20�����������¿QDO�����������7RZDUGV�PRUH�DFFHVVLEOH��HTXLWDEOH�DQG�PDQDJHDEOH�DV\OXP�V\VWHPV
6� &20�������������¿QDO�����������&RPPXQLFDWLRQ�IURP�WKH�&RPPLVVLRQ�WR�WKH�&RXQFLO�DQG�WKH�(XURSHDQ�3DUOLDPHQW�RQ�

regional protection programmes
7� &20�������������¿QDO�����������&RPPXQLFDWLRQ�IURP�WKH�&RPPLVVLRQ�WR�WKH�(XURSHDQ�3DUOLDPHQW�DQG�WKH�&RXQFLO�RI���

September 2009 on the establishment of a joint EU resettlement programme
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common resettlement priorities for 2013 and allocated funding for resettlement by amending the 
Decision on the European Refugee Fund.8 This provided the basis for furthering the allocation of 
UHVRXUFHV�DQG�GHVLJQDWLQJ�VSHFL¿F�SULRULWLHV�XQGHU�WKH�$0,)�5HJXODWLRQ�IRU�WKH�����������SHULRG��
Currently, Member States mostly set their priorities in resettlement at national level. EU action 
DLPHG�DW�PD[LPLVLQJ�WKH�VWUDWHJLF�LPSDFW�RI�UHVHWWOHPHQW�WKURXJK�D�EHWWHU�WDUJHWLQJ�RI�WKRVH�
SHUVRQV�LQ�JUHDWHVW�QHHG�RI�UHVHWWOHPHQW��IRUPXODWLQJ�FRPPRQ�SULRULWLHV��DQG�SURYLGLQJ�¿QDQFLDO�
(8�VXSSRUW�IRU�SHUVRQV�UHVHWWOHG��DQG�IRU�0HPEHU�6WDWHV�UHVHWWOLQJ�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�9

On 25th November 2014 a Resettlement and Relocation Forum took place with the aim to “work 
WRZDUGV�6ROLGDULW\�LQ�3UDFWLFH�WKURXJK�D�VSHFL¿F�XVH�RI�VROLGDULW\�PHDVXUHV��VXFK�DV�UHVHWWOHPHQW�
of refugees to the EU and other legal avenues for allowing persons in need to seek protection 
in the EU without having to resort to illegal practices”.10 It highlighted the Union Resettlement 
3URJUDPPH��EDVHG�RQ�FRPPRQ�(8�SULRULWLHV�FRQVLGHUHG�WR�EH�LQVWUXPHQWDO�IRU�SURYLGLQJ�¿QDQFLDO�
incentives. 

In the May 2015 European Agenda on Migration, the European Commission reiterated the EU’s 
duty to contribute its share in helping displaced persons in clear need of international protection 
through safe and legal ways for them to reach the EU.11 This was followed by the Commission 
Recommendation for a European Resettlement Scheme of 8 June 2015 in order to resettle 
20,000 people in need of protection over two years. As a result, on 20 July 2015 Member State 
representatives meeting within the Council adopted conclusions to resettle, together with Dublin 
associated States (including Norway), 20,504 persons in need of protection.

7KH�$0,)� IXQG�ZDV�DPHQGHG� LQ�0D\������ IRU� WKH�¿QDQFLDO�\HDU������ LQ�RUGHU� WR� UHVSRQG� WR�
migratory pressures and foresees an additional amount of EUR 25 million for the implementation 
of the European Resettlement Scheme.12 For the implementation of the scheme, the Conclusions 
of 20th July 2015 highlighted the important role of EASO in Member State and third country 
support in this regard, and should monitor the implementation of the scheme and report regularly 
on the implementation. The European Agenda on Migration reiterated cooperation with partners 
such as UNHCR and IOM. 

($62�ZLOO� WDNH�RQ�D�FRRUGLQDWLQJ�UROH��³FOHDULQJ�KRXVH´�� LQ�H[FKDQJLQJ� LQIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�RWKHU�
actions on resettlement taken by EU Member States in cooperation with UNHCR and IOM. In 
cooperation with UNHCR and IOM, EASO will promote coordination between EU Member States 
in achieving agreed targets of resettlement. Further supporting this process, EASO is developing 
new tools and methodologies.

8 Decision No 281/2012/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 29 March 2012 amending Decision No 573/2007/
(&�HVWDEOLVKLQJ�WKH�(XURSHDQ�5HIXJHH�)XQG�IRU�WKH�SHULRG������WR������DV�SDUW�RI�WKH�*HQHUDO�SURJUDPPH�µ6ROLGDULW\�DQG�
Management of Migration Flows’: KWWS���HXU�OH[�HXURSD�HX�/H[8UL6HUY�/H[8UL6HUY�GR"XUL 2-�/��������������������(1�
PDF

9 KWWS���HXU�OH[�HXURSD�HX�/H[8UL6HUY�/H[8UL6HUY�GR"XUL 2-�/��������������������(1�3')
10 http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/documents/libe/dv/18_paper_solidarityinpractice_/18_paper_soli-

darityinpractice_en.pdf
11 http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/background-information/docs/

communication_on_the_european_agenda_on_migration_en.pdf
12 Regulation (EU) No 516/2014, of 16 April 2014, of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing the Asylum, 

Migration and Integration Fund, amending Council Decision 2008/381/EC and repealing Decisions No 573/2007/EC and  
No 575/2007/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council and Council Decision 2007/435/EC, O.J. L 150 of 20.05.14.



8 COMMON TEMPLATE

$V�SDUW�RI�WKH������&RQFOXVLRQV��DOO�(8�DQG�()7$�0HPEHU�6WDWHV�±�ZLWK�WKH�H[FHSWLRQ�RI�+XQJDU\�± 
have agreed to resettle through multilateral and national schemes the following number of 
persons by 2017:

AT BE BG HR CY CZ DK EE FI FR DE EL HU IE IT LV

1,900 1,100 50 150  69 400 1,000 20 293 2,375 1,600 354 - 520 1,989 50 

LT LU MT NL pL pT RO SK SI ES SE UK NO IS LI CH

 70  30 14  1,000  900 191  80 
 
100  20  1,449  491  2,200  3,500  50  20 519 

In addition, several Member States have their own national resettlement schemes.

On 15 December 2015, the European Commission presented a recommendation for a voluntary 
KXPDQLWDULDQ�DGPLVVLRQ�VFKHPH�ZLWK�7XUNH\�IRU�SHUVRQV�GLVSODFHG�E\�WKH�FRQÀLFW�LQ�6\ULD�ZKR�
are in need of international protection and have been registered by the Turkish authorities prior 
to 29 November 2015.13 The European Commission has further announced it would follow up on 
these initiatives with a proposal for a more coordinated EU-wide approach to resettlement. 

$W�WKH�PRPHQW�QR�(8�SROLF\�DQG�OHJDO�GHYHORSPHQWV�KDYH�EHHQ�IRUPXODWHG�VSHFL¿FDOO\�IRU�SULYDWH�
sponsorship as a potential attractive alternative to irregular movements.

4   RELEVANT SOURCES AND LITERATURE 

Relevant studies

There is a wide array of documents and studies at international level relevant for this study, such 
as:
��European Parliament (2013): Comparative study on the best practices for the integration 

of resettled refugees in the EU Member States, Doc.-no. PE 474.393 [http://www.ecre.org/
component/downloads/downloads/747.html].

��Capps, R., K. Newland (2015), The integration outcomes of U.S. refugees: Successes and 
Challenges: Migration Policy Institute.

��Kumin, J. (2015), Welcoming engagement: How private sponsorship can strengthen refugee 
resettlement in the European Union, Migration Policy Institute Europe (MPI Europe).

��UNHCR (2011): UNHCR Resettlement Handbook, Geneva [http://www.unhcr.org/4a2ccf4c6.
html].

��Perrin, D. (ed.) (2013): Refugee Resettlement in the EU – 2011-2013 Report, KNOW RESET RR 
2013/05, Robert Schuman Centre for Advanced Studies, San Domenico di Fiesole: European 
University Institute [http://www.know-reset.eu/].

��ICMC (2013): Welcome to Europe! A comprehensive guide to resettlement. 
��IOM (2011): Facilitating Integration through Cultural Orientation [http://icmc.tttp.eu/sites/
LFPF�WWWS�HX�¿OHV�1/&2���3XEOLFDWLRQ�SGI@�

��UNHCR (2013): The Integration of Resettled Refugees: Essentials for Establishing a Reset-
tlement Programme and Fundamentals for Sustainable Resettlement Programmes.

��UNHCR (2013): Clarifying UNHCR Resettlement: A few considerations from a legal perspective 
[http://www.refworld.org/docid/5294b2f84.html].

13 http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-15-6330_en.htm
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Relevant EMN Outputs
7KH�IROORZLQJ�H[DPSOHV�RI�(01�RXWSXWV�DUH�DOVR�UHOHYDQW�

Ad Hoc Queries
��2015.727 Resettlement Programmes (2)
��2015.726 Resettlement Programmes (1)
��2015.697 Type of status in relocation/resettlement schemes
��2015.695 Resettlement costs 
��2014.638 Risk to national security in resettlement context
����������� 5HVHWWOHPHQW�¿QDQFLQJ

EMN Studies / EMN REG outputs
��,QWHJUDWLRQ�RI�EHQH¿FLDULHV�RI�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�SURWHFWLRQ�LQWR�WKH�ODERXU�PDUNHW�������
��Organisation of reception facilities for asylum seekers (2013)
��Non EU-harmonised protection statuses (2010)

Websites
��The European Resettlement Network (http://resettlement.eu)

5   METHODOLOGICAL CONSIDERATIONS

As with all EMN Studies, the National Reports should be primarily based on secondary sources. 
In particular, information on national policies and approaches will be a key source of information, 
while available evaluations should provide evidence of the effectiveness, good practices and 
OHVVRQV�OHDUQW�RI�H[LVWLQJ�DSSURDFKHV�LQ�UHVHWWOHPHQW�DQG�KXPDQLWDULDQ�DGPLVVLRQ��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��
when identifying the different channels of information dissemination in your Member State (see 
section 4 of the Common Template), it may be useful to conduct interviews with stakeholders 
at national, regional and local level, particularly on their effectiveness and challenges faced.

6   AVAILABLE STATISTICS

Eurostat
Some basic statistics on resettlement are available in the Eurostat database, i.e. annual numbers 
RQ�UHVHWWOHG�SHUVRQV�E\�DJH��VH[�DQG�FLWL]HQVKLS�IRU�DOO�(8�0HPEHU�6WDWHV��DV�ZHOO�DV�DQG�1RUZD\��
Iceland, Liechtenstein and Switzerland. These will be incorporated into the respective sections of 
the national contributions to be produced by each EMN NCP.

If, following discussions within the advisory group for this study, Eurostat statistics are not 
FRQVLGHUHG�VXI¿FLHQW��RWKHU�QDWLRQDO�VWDWLVWLFV�PD\�EH�XVHG��6LQFH�(XURVWDW�GRHV�QRW�FROOHFW�GDWD�
on the countries where resettlement is carried out, such data might be added by EMN NCPs from 
national sources.

7   DEFINITIONS

7KH�IROORZLQJ�NH\�WHUPV�DUH�XVHG�LQ�WKH�&RPPRQ�7HPSODWH��7KH�GH¿QLWLRQV�DUH�WDNHQ�IURP�WKH�
EMN Glossary v3.014�XQOHVV�VSHFL¿HG�RWKHUZLVH�LQ�IRRWQRWHV�

Applicant for international protection: A third-country national or a stateless person who 
KDV�PDGH�DQ�DSSOLFDWLRQ�IRU�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�SURWHFWLRQ�LQ�UHVSHFW�RI�ZKLFK�D�¿QDO�GHFLVLRQ�KDV�QRW�
yet been taken.

14 Available at: http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/networks/european_migration_network/docs/emn-glos-
sary-en-version.pdf 
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Application for asylum: An application made by a foreigner or a stateless person which can be 
understood as a request for protection under the Geneva Convention of 1951 or national refugee 
law.

Application for international protection: A request made by a third-country national or a 
stateless person for protection from a Member State, who can be understood to seek refugee 
status or subsidiary protection status, and who does not explicitly request another kind of 
protection, outside the scope of Directive 2011/95/EU, that can be applied for separately.

Asylum: A form of protection given by a State on its territory, based on the principle of non-
refoulement and internationally or nationally recognised refugee rights and which is granted to 
a person who is unable to seek protection in their country of citizenship and / or residence, in 
particular for fear of being persecuted for reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of  
a particular social group or political opinion.

Asylum seeker: In the global context, a person who seeks safety from persecution or serious 
harm in a country other than their own and awaits a decision on the application for refugee status 
under relevant international and national instruments. In the EU context, a person who has made 
DQ�DSSOLFDWLRQ�IRU�SURWHFWLRQ�XQGHU�WKH�*HQHYD�&RQYHQWLRQ�LQ�UHVSHFW�RI�ZKLFK�D�¿QDO�GHFLVLRQ�
has not yet been taken.

%HQH¿FLDU\� RI� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� SURWHFWLRQ� Means a person who has been granted refugee 
status or subsidiary protection status.

Durable solutions: Any means by which the situation of refugees can be satisfactorily and 
permanently resolved to enable them to live normal lives.

Geneva Convention: Means the Convention relating to the Status of Refugees done at Geneva 
on 28 July 1951, as amended by the New York Protocol of 31 January 1967.

Humanitarian protection: A person covered by a decision granting authorisation to stay for 
humanitarian reasons under national law concerning international protection by administrative or 
judicial bodies. It includes persons who are not eligible for international protection as currently 
GH¿QHG� LQ� WKH� 4XDOL¿FDWLRQV� 'LUHFWLYH� �Directive 2011/95/EU) but are nonetheless protected 
against removal under the obligations that are imposed on all Member States by international 
UHIXJHH�RU�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�LQVWUXPHQWV�RU�RQ�WKH�EDVLV�RI�SULQFLSOHV�ÀRZLQJ�IURP�VXFK�LQVWUXPHQWV��
[…] persons granted a permission to stay for humanitarian reasons but who have not previously 
applied for international protection are not included under this concept.

Integration: In the EU context, a dynamic, two-way process of mutual accommodation by all 
immigrants and residents of Member States.

International protection: In the global context, the actions by the international community on 
WKH�EDVLV�RI�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�ODZ��DLPHG�DW�SURWHFWLQJ�WKH�IXQGDPHQWDO�ULJKWV�RI�D�VSHFL¿F�FDWHJRU\�RI�
persons outside their countries of origin, who lack the national protection of their own countries. 
In the EU context, protection that encompasses refugee status and subsidiary protection status.

Orientation courses: Orientation courses typically provide factual information about the 
country of destination but may also aim to foster positive attitudes for successful adaptation in 
the long run. These could include opportunities for migrants to gain (and practice) the necessary 
skills needed to facilitate their integration and to develop helpful attitudes including pro-activity, 
VHOI�VXI¿FLHQF\� DQG� UHVRXUFHIXOQHVV� �NQRZLQJ� KRZ� WR� ¿QG� WKH� LQIRUPDWLRQ� WKH\� DUH� VHHNLQJ���
skills include knowing how to conduct oneself in certain situations, time management and goal-
setting, as well as being able to navigate complex systems including banking, social, health and 
emergency services, transportation etc. (Source: IOM Best Practices IOM’s migrant training and 
pre-departure orientation programmes).
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Person eligible for subsidiary protection: A third-country national or a stateless person who 
does not qualify as a refugee but in respect of whom substantial grounds have been shown for 
believing that the person concerned, if returned to his or her country of origin, or in the case  
of a stateless person, to his or her country of former habitual residence, would face a real risk of 
suffering serious harm and is unable or, owing to such risk, unwilling to avail himself or herself 
of the protection of that country.

Refugee: In the global context, either a person who, owing to a well-founded fear of persecution 
for reasons of race, religion, nationality, political opinion or membership of a particular social 
group, is outside the country of nationality and is unable or, owing to such fear, is unwilling to 
avail themselves of the protection of that country, or a stateless person, who, being outside of 
the country of former habitual residence for the same reasons as mentioned before, is unable 
or, owing to such fear, unwilling to return to it. In the EU context, either a third-country national 
who, owing to a well-founded fear of persecution for reasons of race, religion, nationality, political 
opinion or membership of a particular social group, is outside the country of nationality and is 
unable or, owing to such fear, is unwilling to avail themselves of the protection of that country, or 
a stateless person, who, being outside of the country of former habitual residence for the same 
reasons as mentioned above, is unable or, owing to such fear, unwilling to return to it, and to 
whom Art. 12 (Exclusion) of Directive 2011/95/EU does not apply.

Refugee status: The recognition by a Member State of a third-country national or stateless 
person as a refugee.

Residence permit: Any authorisation issued by the authorities of an EU Member State allowing 
a non-EU national to stay legally in its territory.

Subsidiary protection status: Recognition by a Member State of a third-country national or  
a stateless person as a person eligible for subsidiary protection.

Third-country national: Means any person who is not a citizen of the Union (including stateless 
persons) within the meaning of Article 17 (1) of the Treaty and who is not a person enjoying the 
&RPPXQLW\�ULJKW�RI�IUHH�PRYHPHQW��DV�GH¿QHG�LQ�$UWLFOH������RI�WKH�6FKHQJHQ�%RUGHUV�&RGH�

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees: The refugee agency of the United Nations 
(UN) mandated to lead and coordinate international action to protect refugees and resolve 
refugee problems worldwide, and to safeguard the rights and well-being of refugees.

,Q�DGGLWLRQ��WKH�VWXG\�XVHV�RQ�WKH�IROORZLQJ�FRQFHSWV�DQG�GH¿QLWLRQV�

Dossier selection: In the context of this study, the selection of third-country nationals or 
stateless persons for the resettlement/humanitarian admission programme on the basis of 
a written document, as alternative to in-country selection. In the case of resettlement, such 
documents are usually submitted by UNHCR.

Humanitarian admission: 7KH�WHUP�³DGPLVVLRQ´�LV�GH¿QHG�DV�³WKH�ODZIXO�HQWU\�RI�DQ�DOLHQ�RQWR�
WKH�WHUULWRU\�RI�D�6WDWH�DIWHU�LQVSHFWLRQ�DQG�DXWKRULVDWLRQ�E\�DQ�LPPLJUDWLRQ�RI¿FHU´��7KH�WHUP�
³KXPDQLWDULDQ� DGPLVVLRQ´� LV� KRZHYHU� QRW� GH¿QHG�� ,Q� WKH� FRQWH[W� RI� WKLV� VWXG\�� KXPDQLWDULDQ�
admission refers to schemes which are similar to resettlement but for varying reasons do not fully 
PDWFK�WKH�GH¿QLWLRQ�RI�UHVHWWOHPHQW��)RU�H[DPSOH��UHVHWWOHPHQW�PD\�EH�D�SHUPDQHQW�VROXWLRQ�
IRU�WKH�SHRSOH�EHQH¿WLQJ�IURP�LW��ZKLOH�KXPDQLWDULDQ�DGPLVVLRQ�PD\�EH�WHPSRUDU\��$OVR��ZKLOVW�
a precondition for resettlement is the eligibility to international protection, (determined by the 
81+&5���KXPDQLWDULDQ�DGPLVVLRQ�FRXOG�EH�DYDLODEOH�WR�D�ZLGHU�UDQJH�RI�SRWHQWLDO�EHQH¿FLDULHV��
Humanitarian admission is therefore intended as the transfer from a third country to a Member 
State of a third-country national for humanitarian reasons under national law concerning 
international protection by administrative or judicial bodies. 
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Private sponsorship: 7KHUH�LV�QR�FRPPRQ�DQG�DJUHHG�GH¿QLWLRQ�RI�SULYDWH�VSRQVRUVKLS��$�NH\�
element of private sponsorship is that a person, group or organisation assumes responsibility 
IRU� SURYLGLQJ� ¿QDQFLDO�� VRFLDO� DQG� HPRWLRQDO� VXSSRUW� WR� D� UHVHWWOHG� SHUVRQ� RU� IDPLO\�� IRU� 
a predetermined period of time (usually one year or even longer) or until the person or family 
EHFRPHV�VHOI�VXI¿FLHQW��$GGLWLRQDOO\��VSRQVRUV�KDYH�WKH�RSWLRQ�RI�QDPLQJ�WKH�SHUVRQ�RU�IDPLO\�
WKH\�DUH�ZLOOLQJ�WR�VXSSRUW�LQ�UHVHWWOHPHQW��WKRXJK�VRPH�VSRQVRUV�GR�QRW�KDYH�VSHFL¿F�SHUVRQV�
LQ�PLQG�EXW�UDWKHU�VHHN�WR�PDWFK�D�FHUWDLQ�SUR¿OH�15

Resettled person: ,Q� WKH�FRQWH[W�RI� WKLV�VWXG\, a third-country national or stateless person 
transferred from a third country to a Member State under a resettlement scheme.

Resettlement: In the global context, the selection and transfer of refugees from a state in 
which they have sought protection to a third state which has agreed to admit them as refugees 
with permanent residence status. The status provided ensures protection against refoulement 
and provides a resettled refugee and his/her family or dependants with access to rights similar 
to those enjoyed by nationals. Resettlement also carries with it the opportunity to eventually 
become a naturalized citizen of the resettlement country.16

,Q�WKH�(8�FRQWH[W�DQG�VSHFL¿FDOO\�IRU�WKH�SXUSRVHV�RI�WKLV�6WXG\��WKH�WUDQVIHU��RQ�D�UHTXHVW�IURP�
UNHCR and based on the need for international protection of a third-country national or stateless 
person, from a third country to a Member State, where they are permitted to reside with one of 
the following statuses:

�L��UHIXJHH�VWDWXV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�PHDQLQJ�RI�$UW����G��RI�'LUHFWLYH���������(8��RU
�LL��D�VWDWXV�ZKLFK�RIIHUV� WKH�VDPH�ULJKWV�DQG�EHQH¿WV�XQGHU�QDWLRQDO�DQG�(8� ODZ�DV� UHIXJHH�
status.

Selection missions: In the context of this study, the in-country visit carried out to select third-
country nationals or stateless persons for the resettlement/humanitarian admission programme, 
organised as a mission of Member States representatives to the third country. In the case of 
resettlement, such missions are usually prepared in cooperation with UNHCR.

15 MPI Europe, “Welcoming engagement: How private sponsorship can strengthen refugee resettlement in the European 
8QLRQ �́�DYDLODEOH�DW�KWWS���ZZZ�PLJUDWLRQSROLF\�RUJ�VLWHV�GHIDXOW�¿OHV�SXEOLFDWLRQV�$V\OXP��3ULYDWH6SRQVRUVKLS�.XPLQ�
FINAL.pdf.

16 UNHCR Resettlement Handbook: http://www.unhcr.org/46f7c0ee2.pdf. Although resettlement has legal foundations in 
the international framework, the application of the legal instrument is subject to various interpretation. See UNHCR 
��������&ODULI\LQJ�81+&5�5HVHWWOHPHQW��$�IHZ�FRQVLGHUDWLRQV�IURP�D�OHJDO�SHUVSHFWLYH��S�����7KHUHIRUH��D�FOHDU�GH¿QL-
tion of the term remains subject to interpretation from the resettlement country (i.e. the selection process may differ 
from one resettlement country to another).
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THE CONTRIBUTION OF THE CZECH REPUBLIC



14 INTRODUCTION

The study represents the Czech comprehensive overview of national practice and policy 
regarding resettlement schemes and humanitarian admission programmes. 

The Czech Republic has been actively engaged in resettlement activities since 2005. 
It is guided by the national Resettlement Programme Strategy which was adopted in 
2008. Since then the Czech Republic established its annual resettlement programme. 
However, it does not have a dedicated legal framework on such matters. 

The Czech Republic actively participates in both annual resettlement programme 
based on in-country selection missions and dossier cases submitted by UNHCR and it 
also participates in ad hoc humanitarian admission programmes. Thus, resettlement 
activities can be divided into two main schemes mentioned above. One of the differences 
between these two is that resettlement programme runs on annual basis, whereas the 
humanitarian admission programme runs on concrete and ad hoc basis.

Since July 2015, in the framework of its annual resettlement programme, the Czech 
Republic has voluntarily joined the European Resettlement Scheme. It has pledged to 
UHVHWWOH�����SHRSOH�E\�-XO\�������,Q�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�WKH�(8�7XUNH\�DJUHHPHQW�LQ�0DUFK�
2016, the Czech Republic also engages in the resettlement of Syrian nationals from 
Turkey to the Czech Republic in support of 1:1 scheme of the EU-Turkey agreement.

The organisational structure of the annual resettlement programme includes 4 key 
VWDJHV����� 3UH�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�DQG� VXEPLVVLRQ�RI�5HVHWWOHPHQW�5HJLVWUDWLRQV� )RUPV�E\�
UNHCR for the consideration by the Czech Republic, 2. Organisation of a selection 
mission by CZ to a country of asylum (there is generally no selection mission organised 
for dossier submissions), 3. Final decision for resettlement by the Minister of the 
Interior, 4. Actual resettlement to the Czech Republic and the subsequent integration 
programme. 

When arriving to the Czech Republic, resettled persons have the same status as 
applicants for international protections. They have to formally apply for international 
protection. The procedure is shorter though. After being granted international protection, 
the policy and law for integration of resettled persons/admitted under humanitarian 
admission programmes is the same as for recognised refugees. They can also voluntarily 
participate in the State Integration Programme (SIP) which applies to resettled persons 
LQ�WKH�VDPH�H[WHQW�DV�WR�DOO�EHQH¿FLDULHV�RI�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�SURWHFWLRQ��6,3�DLPV�WR�FRYHU�
the main integration areas in order to facilitate their integration into the society. 

INTRODUCTION
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It is important to mention that the status of resettled persons/persons admitted under 
humanitarian admission programmes is the same as the status of persons granted 
international protection and as persons with permanent residence in the Czech Republic. 

$V�DQ�H[DPSOH�RI�JRRG�SUDFWLFH�ZH�FDQ�PHQWLRQ�IRU�H[DPSOH�D�UHVHWWOHPHQW�SURJUDPPH�
of the Burmese refugees which was running between 2008 and 2012. During this period 
107 Burmese refugees were resettled to the Czech Republic. The mission was successful 
mainly due to the well-coordinated cooperation between the main actors.   
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  1OVERVIEw OF NATIONAL CONTEXT

s e c t i o n

7KLV� VHFWLRQ� ZLOO� EULHÀ\� RXWOLQH� WKH� 0HPEHU� 6WDWH� OHJDO� IUDPHZRUN� DQG� SROLFLHV� RQ�
resettlement and/or humanitarian admission. 

i. General overview of the legal framework on resettlement or humanitarian 
admission in your Member States. please also include any recent changes in 
the legal framework (i.e., as a result of the refugee situation in 2015–2016).

The Czech Republic does not have a dedicated legal framework on resettlement or 
humanitarian admission. 

ii. General overview of VSHFL¿F� SROLFLHV in resettlement or humanitarian 
admission in your Member States. please also include any recent changes in 
the policy framework (i.e., as a result of the refugee situation in 2015–2016).

General resettlement activities of the Czech Republic can be divided into two main 
schemes – resettlement programmes and humanitarian admission programmes.

7KH�¿UVW�JURXS�UHIHUV�WR�WKH�DQQXDO�UHVHWWOHPHQW�SURJUDPPH�ZKLFK�LQFOXGHV�LQ�FRXQWU\�
selection missions and dossier (emergency) cases. Both in-country selection missions 
and dossier selection cases are prepared in cooperation with UNHCR.

Regarding in-country missions, UNHCR is responsible for preliminary selection of third-
country nationals for the resettlement, meaning that resettlement registration forms 
RI� VHOHFWHG�FDQGLGDWHV� IRU� UHVHWWOHPHQW�DUH�VXEPLWWHG�E\�81+&5��7KH�H[SHUWV� IURP�
the Czech Republic carry out a selection mission to the country of asylum in order to 
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XQGHUJR� QHFHVVDU\� SURFHGXUHV� FRQQHFWHG� WR� WKH� ¿QDO� VHOHFWLRQ� RI� WKH� WKLUG�FRXQWU\�
QDWLRQDOV��LQ�GHWDLOV�VSHFL¿HG�EHORZ���2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��GRVVLHU�VHOHFWLRQV�DUH�UHJDUGHG�
as urgent or emergency (consisting of vulnerable groups). In such cases, in-country 
selection mission is not carried out. Candidates for resettlement are selected on ad hoc 
basis by UNHCR.

Since July 2015, the Czech Republic has voluntarily participated in the European 
Resettlement Scheme pledging to resettle 400 people by July 2017 (as part of the 
annual resettlement programme). Following the EU-Turkey agreement in March 2016, 
the Czech Republic engages in the resettlement of Syrian nationals from Turkey to the 
Czech Republic under the European Resettlement Scheme. At the end of April 2016 the 
&]HFK�5HSXEOLF�UHTXHVWHG�¿OHV�RI�����6\ULDQ�UHIXJHHV�IRU�UHVHWWOHPHQW�IURP�7XUNH\�WR�
the Czech Republic. 

,Q�LWV�UHVHWWOHPHQW�SURFHGXUHV�WKH�&]HFK�5HSXEOLF�EXLOGV�RQ�WKH�SDVW�H[SHULHQFH�ZLWK�
resettlement activities since 2005 and is guided by the 2008 National Resettlement 
Programme Strategy, deriving from the 1951 Convention relating to the Status 
of Refugees and its subsequent 1967 Protocol. The asylum procedure conducted  
with a resettled person upon the arrival to the Czech Republic is guided by the Act  
No. 325/1999 Coll., on Asylum (amended in December 2015). 

Apart from the in-country selection missions and dossier cases submitted by UNHCR, 
the Czech Republic resettles refugees based on ad hoc humanitarian admission 
programmes. 

iii. Brief overview of national debate on resettlement in the Member State. 
please indicate key points of discussion and players involved in this debate. It 
is suggested the debate also covers the discussion on resettlement following 
the refugee situation in 2015-2016 and the resettlement scheme proposed 
in the EU-Turkey negotiations. Sources of national debate to include may be 
national media reports, parliamentary debates, and statements of NGO/civil 
society organisations or International Organisations (IOs).

In general, resettlement to the Czech Republic has not been widely discussed by the Czech 
SXEOLF��LQ�FRPSDULVRQ�WR�IRU�H[DPSOH�UHORFDWLRQ�WKDW�LV�D�QHZ�SUDFWLFH�ODFNLQJ�VXI¿FLHQW�
H[SHULHQFH�DQG�SROLWLFDO�ZLOO� DFURVV� WKH�ZKROH�(8��0RUH�EURDGO\�� WKH�&]HFK�5HSXEOLF�
believes resettlement programmes to be effective tools to provide humanitarian relief 
support to countries of asylum affected the most by refugee crisis. This is also the main 
reason for the Czech Republic to have voluntarily joined the European Resettlement 
Scheme in July 2015, pledging to resettle 400 refugees by mid-2017, and for the Czech 
Republic to continue its participation in resettlement activities. 
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  2OVERVIEw OF THE NATIONAL RESETTLEMENT  
AND/OR HUMANITARIAN ADMISSION pROGRAMME

s e c t i o n

The purpose of this second section is to provide a detailed overview of the national 
resettlement and/or humanitarian admission programme(s). It describes the chara-
cteristics of these programmes.

2.1   National resettlement and/or humanitarian admission programme 

q1a. Does your Member State have a resettlement programme, humanitarian 
admission programme or other similar programme in place, or did your Member 
State have one in the past? 

Yes.

q1b. Is it a resettlement programme, humanitarian admission programme or 
another programme? If other, please specify:

The Czech Republic participates in both the annual resettlement programme based 
on in-country selection missions and dossier cases submitted by UNHCR, and in ad 

hoc humanitarian admission programmes.  
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q1c. Is it a permanent (programme-based) or temporary (ad-hoc) programme? 

The resettlement programme runs on annual basis, whereas the humanitarian 
admission programme runs on concrete and ad hoc basis.

q2. please indicate what the main objectives of the resettlement or huma-
nitarian admission programme are��L�H��VWHPPLQJ� LUUHJXODU�PLJUDWLRQ�ÀRZV��FRQ�
tributing to humanitarian relief in third countries, provide legal avenues for migration, 
etc.).

All resettlement activities – resettlement and ad hoc humanitarian admission 
programmes – are part of the broader humanitarian relief framework in third 

countries affected the most by refugee crisis, at the present moment focusing primarily 
on Turkey, Jordan and Lebanon.  

Furthermore they serve as an instrument of protection and provision of a durable solution 
to a long-term dire refugee situation in third countries, combining the mechanisms 
of controlled migration, individual protection of refugees, durable solutions of dire 
VLWXDWLRQV�DQG�H[SUHVVLRQ�RI�VROLGDULW\�ZLWK�WKH�UHJLRQV�DIIHFWHG�E\�WKH�UHIXJHH�ÀRZ�DV�
part of the burden sharing in a refugee area.

q3. How has your Member State set up the resettlement or humanitarian 
admission programme?
This question aims to investigate how the programme was conceived and its functioning. 
3OHDVH�GHVFULEH�EULHÀ\��D��WKH�process followed by your Member States in setting up such 
a programme, (b) the steps taken from its inception until the current status (working 
with NGOs, UNHCR, IOM, through bilateral agreements, study visits to third countries) 
and (c) the organisational structure of the programme. 

The Czech Republic has been engaged in resettlement activities since 2005 and already 
since then the Czech Republic has engaged in ad hoc resettlement programmes, 

some of them being emergency cases, resettling over 70 refugees from Uzbekistan, 
Cuba, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Iran, Sri Lanka, China and Chechnya. 
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The Czech Republic established its annual resettlement programme in 2008. The prog-
UDPPH�ZDV�EXLOW�XSRQ�WKH�SUHYLRXV�H[SHULHQFH�ZLWK�UHVHWWOHPHQW��,Q������WKH�&]HFK�
Republic resettled 43 Burmese refugees from Malaysia, in 2010 39 Burmese refugees 
were resettled from Thailand and in 2012 another 25 Burmese refugees were resettled 
from Malaysia. 

In the framework of its annual resettlement programme, the Czech Republic has 
voluntarily joined the European Resettlement Scheme in July 2015 and since March 
2016 it engages in the resettlement activities from Turkey in support of 1:1 scheme of 
the EU-Turkey agreement.  

The organisational structure of the annual resettlement programme includes 4 key 
VWDJHV����� 3UH�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�DQG� VXEPLVVLRQ�RI�5HVHWWOHPHQW�5HJLVWUDWLRQV� )RUPV�E\�
UNHCR for the consideration by the Czech Republic, 2. Organisation of a selection 
mission by CZ to a country of asylum (there is generally no selection mission organised 
for dossier submissions), 3. Final decision for resettlement by the Minister of the 
Interior, 4. Actual resettlement to the Czech Republic and the subsequent integration 
programme. 

In its resettlement activities, the Czech Republic cooperates predominantly with UNHCR 
in pre-departure preparations. The Czech Republic also generally carries out its own 
selection missions to a country of asylum. Such missions include cultural orientation 
seminars, health checks, security screening and asylum and integration interviews of 
candidates for resettlement. Once persons are resettled to the Czech Republic, a close 
cooperation with civil society, local NGOs, municipalities, local schools and churches is 
FUXFLDO�LQ�RUGHU�WR�DFKLHYH�HI¿FLHQW�DQG�VXFFHVVIXO�LQWHJUDWLRQ�����
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q4. please provide the main characteristics of the resettlement or humanitarian 
admission programme by completing the table below. 

question

when did your Member State start 
the resettlement programme and/or 
humanitarian admission programme? 

Does your Member State set 
geographical priorities in 
resettlement or humanitarian
admission during the 2011-2016 
period? (such as regions, nationalities)

Have nationals of countries in the 
following regions been included in 
resettlement or humanitarian admission 
for the years 2011–2016?
Yes/No

Does the resettled/admitted person 
need to have been recognised as 
refugee by UNHCR or a third country?

&DQ�WKH�SHUVRQ�EH�D�EHQH¿FLDU\� 
of subsidiary protection?

Does your Member State reassess 
the recognition of persons for 
resettlement/humanitarian admission 
by UNHCR?

Answer

The Czech Republic has been engaged in resettlement activities, 
including ad hoc humanitarian admission programmes, since 2005 and 
established its annual resettlement programme in 2008.

No. Resettlement and ad hoc humanitarian admission programmes 
are based on the evaluation of a current situation and on a need 
analysis prepared by the intra-agency working group for resettlement 
composed of representatives of the Ministry of the Interior (MoI), 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and representatives of other relevant 
governmental bodies.

In the framework of the annual resettlement programme, including 
the European Resettlement Scheme, candidates for resettlement need 
WR�EH�LQLWLDOO\�UHFRJQLVHG�DV�UHIXJHHV�E\�81+&5�WKDW�VXEPLWV�¿OHV�IRU�
the consideration of the Czech Republic. In the framework of ad hoc 
humanitarian admission programmes, candidates for resettlement do 
not need to be recognised or submitted by UNHCR as refugees.

Once the resettled person arrives to the Czech Republic, he/she asks 
for international protection in accordance with the Asylum Act and 
undertakes the asylum procedure, which results in granting either an 
international protection status or a subsidiary protection status.

North  
Africa17

No

Yes

Sub-  
Saharan  
Africa18

No

If yes, when is 
this done?

This is done al-
ready during the 
selection mission 
where candidates 
for resettlement 
are interviewed 
by the represent-
atives of MoI in 
order to review 
the grounds for 
granting asylum 
in CZ. Upon 
the arrival of 
resettled persons 
in the Czech 
Republic, they 
are submitted 
to an asylum 
procedure.

Middle 
East19

Yes

If yes, 
where is the 
reassessment 
carried out?

During the 
selection 
mission.

Other  
parts  

of Asia

Yes

If yes, how is 
the reassess-
ment carried 
out?

The reassess-
ment is based 
on the asylum 
procedure in 
accordance with 
the Asylum Act.

Americas

Yes

Other, 
please 
specify

17 See UN geographical division at http://unstats.un.org/unsd/methods/m49/m49regin.htm#africa.
18�$OO�RI�$IULFD��H[FHSW�1RUWKHUQ�$IULFD�DV�SHU�81�JHRJUDSKLFDO�GLYLVLRQ��VHH�SUHYLRXV�IRRWQRWH��
19 Bahrain, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Oman, Palestinian territories, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Turkey, 

United Arab Emirates, Yemen. 
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question

Does your Member State set  
an annual or multi-annual quota 
for resettlement/humanitarian 
admission?

If applicable, please indicate  
the regular quota per year

If applicable, please indicate  
the emergency quota per year

How are the above quota determined 
and applied? (please indicate who 
determines the quota, how they are 
set and what are the quota for both 
regular and emergency resettlement)

In the period 2011–2015, have  
TXRWD�GLIIHUHG�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�IURP� 
the actual number of persons 
resettled/admitted? If so, how 
(much) and why?

Answer

No. The resettlement allocations are established annually and based on 
the actual reception capacities and capabilities of the Czech Republic or 
in relation to commitment of the Czech Republic within the European 
Resettlement Scheme. The Czech Republic does not apply any special 
sub-quotas.

The Czech Republic determines its resettlement allocations based 
on the need for humanitarian relief support as well as the reception 
capacities and capabilities of the country. The Minister of the Interior 
passes the formal decision on the implementation of each resettlement 
DFWLRQ�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�DQ�DQQXDO�SODQ�IROORZLQJ�WKH�DSSURYDO�E\�WKH�
Government of the Czech Republic. The decision stipulates the size  
RI�WKH�IXWXUH�UHVHWWOHG�JURXS��WKH�UHJLRQ�RI�RULJLQ�DQG�DQ�DSSUR[LPDWH�
timeframe for implementation.

Since the Czech Republic has joined the European Resettlement 
Scheme in July 2015, the annual resettlement commitment, the 
VSHFL¿F�WDUJHW�JURXS��DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�WLPHIUDPH�IRU�WKH�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ��
is aligned with the implementation of the Scheme. In light of the 
ongoing refugee crisis in Europe and in support of the European 
Resettlement Scheme, the Czech Republic pledged in July 2015 to 
resettle 400 refugees within 24 months, primarily focusing on Syrian 
families in countries of MENA region.

Furthermore, the Czech Republic allows for selection of candidates for 
resettlement on ad hoc dossier basis, especially for cases submitted  
by UNHCR under urgent or emergency priority. 

,Q�������WKH�&]HFK�5HSXEOLF�SOHGJHG�DQG�LGHQWL¿HG����FDQGLGDWHV�
for resettlement (around 15 families) from the MENA region, whose 
family members suffered severe or deteriorating medical conditions. 
In the end, nevertheless, the Czech Republic was able to resettle only 
4 families as the rest of the candidates for resettlement refused to be 
resettled to the Czech Republic.

2011

N/A

N/A

2012

N/A

N/A

2013

N/A

N/A

2014

N/A

N/A

2015

N/A

N/A

2016

N/A

N/A
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2.2   pre-departure and departure phase

q5. please indicate in the table below which authority/actor is responsible for 
HDFK�RI�WKH�DFWLRQV�PHDVXUHV�LQGLFDWHG�DQG�EULHÀ\�H[SODLQ�WKHLU�UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV��
Please note that more details as to how each task/step of the resettlement process is 
carried out, are further detailed in subsequent questions (e.g. selection criteria, etc.).

Action / measure

Policymaking on national 
resettlement or humanitarian 
admission programme/strategy 
(including objectives, geographical 
focus, priorities, etc.) 

,GHQWL¿FDWLRQ�RI�WKH�FDQGLGDWH�
for resettlement/humanitarian 
admission

First selection of the candidate 
for resettlement/humanitarian 
admission

Security screening

Interviews with pre-selected 
persons

Health checks

'HFLVLRQ�RQ�WKH�¿QDO�VHOHFWLRQ�RI� 
a candidate for resettlement/hu-
manitarian admission

Authority/actor responsible

Department for Asylum and 
Migration Policy of the Ministry of 
the Interior

UNHCR and the Department for 
Asylum and Migration Policy of MoI

Department for Asylum and 
Migration Policy of MoI

National security services of the 
Czech Republic

Department for Asylum and 
Migration Policy of MoI

Department for Asylum and 
Migration Policy of MoI and the 
Refugee Facilities Administration of 
the Ministry of the Interior (SUZ)

Minister of the Interior or Deputy 
Minister of the Interior

([SODQDWLRQ�RI�UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV�
(when, how and what)

The Department for Asylum  
and Migration Policy of MoI is  
the main authority responsible for 
resettlement and humanitarian 
admission programmes. MoI 
overlooks resettlement from the 
very beginning until the integration 
of resettled persons in CZ

MoI bases its selection of candidates 
for resettlement upon the  
SUH�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�DQG�VXEPLVVLRQ� 
by UNHCR

Representatives of MoI conduct 
WKH�¿UVW�VHOHFWLRQ�RI�FDQGLGDWHV�IRU�
resettlement during the selection 
mission to a country of asylum

National security services are in 
charge of conducting security 
screening based on the provision of 
SHUVRQDO�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�GRFXPHQWD-
tions by candidates for resettlement 
prior to the in- country selection 
mission

Interviews with pre-selected candi-
dates for resettlement are conduct-
ed by MoI representatives during 
a selection mission to a country of 
asylum

Pre-departure health checks are 
conducted by MoI. Additional post-
arrival health checks are conducted 
by the Refugee Facilities Adminis-
tration

Minister or Deputy Minister decides 
RQ�WKH�¿QDO�VHOHFWLRQ�RI�FDQGLGDWHV�
for resettlement, taking into con-
sideration outcomes of the selection 
mission and recommendations by 
national security services (all can-
didates for resettlement must pass 
national security checks)
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Action / measure

Pre-departure assistance/measures

Departure and travel

Provision of information to the 
selected person (before departure)

Provision of cultural orientation 
to the selected person (before 
departure)

Pre-departure assistance/measures

Authority/actor responsible

Department for Asylum and 
Migration Policy of MoI, Embassy or 
Consulate of the Czech Republic

Department for Asylum and 
Migration Policy of MoI

Department for Asylum and 
Migration Policy of MoI

([SODQDWLRQ�RI�UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV�
(when, how and what)

MoI oversees logistical 
arrangements for departure and 
travel. Embassy or Consulate of the 
Czech Republic in a given country of 
asylum or in the nearest country to 
the country of asylum assists with 
visa arrangements.

,QIRUPDWLRQ�OHDÀHWV�LQFOXGLQJ�
fundamental information for 
resettlement to the Czech Republic 
(country information, asylum 
procedure, assistance after the 
arrival, integration possibilities and 
life in CZ) are distributed prior to 
the selection mission.

Representatives of MoI conduct 
a cultural orientation during the 
selection mission, providing in 
greater detail information about 
the resettlement procedure to CZ, 
assistance obtained after the arrival 
and integration possibilities into the 
Czech society.

Cultural orientation is provided by 
representatives of MoI during the 
selection mission in the country of 
asylum. The cultural orientation 
aims at basic information 
provision, including the scope of 
assistance received in CZ and 
UHDOLVWLF�H[SHFWDWLRQ�FUHDWLRQ�DQG�
H[SHFWDWLRQ�PDQDJHPHQW�

q6. How does your Member State approach the LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�RI�SHUVRQV for 
UHVHWWOHPHQW�KXPDQLWDULDQ� DGPLVVLRQ� LQ� WHUPV� RI� ¿UVW� VWHSV� DQG� UHODWLRQV�
with key stakeholders (such as UNHCR and third countries)? Please describe the 
process followed by your Member State. If this process is not always the same, please 
describe when they differ and why this is the case?

IQ�FDVH�RI�WKH�DQQXDO�UHVHWWOHPHQW�SURJUDPPH��WKH�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�SURFHVV�LV�EDVHG�RQ�the nationality eligibility and the geographical location of the country of asylum in need 
RI�D�UHIXJHH�UHOLHI��IRU�H[DPSOH�QHLJKERXULQJ�FRXQWULHV�ZLWK�6\ULD�WKDW�DUH�DIIHFWHG�WKH�
most by refugee crisis in the region). In addition to the eligibility criteria for resettlement 
depicted in the Czech National Resettlement Programme Strategy (corresponded with 
the criteria upon which a refugee status is granted in CZ), other criteria are also taken 
into consideration in order to give resettlement strategic effect in broader migration and 
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foreign policy of the Czech Republic, such priorities of humanitarian aid policy, migration 
policy priorities and foreign policy priorities. Furthermore, integration aspects are taken 
into account, such as the willingness to be resettled and integrate in the Czech Republic 
and the society. 

Emergency resettlement is generally based on a dossier basis of vulnerable groups 
LGHQWL¿HG�DQG�VXEPLWWHG�E\�81+&5�XSRQ�WKH�UHTXHVW�RI�WKH�&]HFK�5HSXEOLF��&=�UHYLHZV�
all the documentation submitted by UNHCR in respect of the case usually without the 
need for a personal interview with the concerned refugee in the country of asylum. 
In such cases, the Ministry of the Interior and the Embassy or Consulate of the Czech 
Republic located in the country of asylum are involved in the arrangements of the 
H[SHGLWHG�UHIXJHH¶V�GHSDUWXUH�IRU�UHVHWWOHPHQW���

q7. please indicate which methods are used for the selection of persons for 
resettlement/ humanitarian admission.

Method

Selection missions  
to the third country

If selection missions are carried out, 
a) how often? b) Are they carried 
out to all countries from which  
persons are resettled?

Personal on-site interviews with 
candidates

(If yes, please indicate who carries 
out the interviews)

Dossier-based selection

�L�H���81+&5�VXEPLVVLRQ�RI�¿OH�

video/telephone interviews with 
candidates

([LVWHQFH�RI�D�GH¿QHG�
method (Yes/No)

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

)XUWKHU�H[SODQDWLRQ

Asylum interviews and integration interviews 
are carried out by representatives of the 
Department for Asylum and Migration Policy of 
MoI and the Refugee Facilities Administration. 
Information concerning the refugees’ family 
members and family composition is also 
collected during the interview, as well as other 
relevant information concerning the refugees’ 
social background, such as level of education, 
ZRUN�H[SHULHQFH��KHDOWK��VRFLDO�RU�RWKHU�
VNLOOV��DQG�WKHLU�H[SHFWDWLRQ�VWHPPLQJ�IURP�
resettlement.

UNHCR submission of Resettlement 
Registration Form

Selection missions

a) selection missions are carried out prior to each resettlement programme 
by the Czech Republic

b) yes
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Method

Consultations with UNHCR/IOM 
(tripartite consultations)

(If yes, please indicate when and 
how often)

Consultations with EASO

(If yes, please indicate when and 
how often)

Consultations with civil society/
NGOs on criteria for selection  
of candidates

Consultations with authorities of the 
country where the resettled person 
is present

Arrangement of interpreters for 
interviewing candidates

Other method, please specify

Please add more rows where  
necessary

([LVWHQFH�RI�D�GH¿QHG�
method (Yes/No)

Yes

No

No

No

Yes

)XUWKHU�H[SODQDWLRQ

Bilateral consultations with UNHCR Prague 
RI¿FH�DQG�,20�3UDJXH�RI¿FH�ZKHQ�QHFHVVDU\

MoI uses the service of own interpreters 
for interviewing candidates during selection 
missions. For logistical support MoI uses the 
services of local interpreters in the country of 
asylum.
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q8. Does your Member (State) use criteria to prioritise the selection of persons 
IRU�UHVHWWOHPHQW�KXPDQLWDULDQ�DGPLVVLRQ��HLWKHU�RI¿FLDO�RU�LQ�SUDFWLFH�"�7KHVH�
criteria should be understood as additional ones to the key requirement of 
being eligible for international protection and those applied by UNHCR in its 
selection.

No.

q9. Does your Member State use criteria to H[FOXGH/deprioritise certain 
persons for resettlement/humanitarian admission? Such criteria are those 
ZKLFK�OHDG�WR�WKH�H[FOXVLRQ�RU�SRVWSRQHPHQW�RI�WKH�WUDQVIHU�RQFH�WKH�SUH�VHOHFWLRQ�
has been concluded.

No.

q10a. what is the overall procedure followed in the immediate aftermath 
of the decision to resettle/admit? Please indicate the administrative steps to be 
taken and how authorities and responsible stakeholders prepare for departure. Please 
describe the roles and responsibilities of all stakeholders involved in this process.

AIWHU�WKH�FRPSOHWLRQ�RI�WKH�VHOHFWLRQ�PLVVLRQ��WKH�0LQLVWU\�RI�WKH�,QWHULRU�QRWL¿HV�WKH�
81+&5� 3UDJXH� RI¿FH� WR� FRRUGLQDWH� VXEVHTXHQW� FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�ZLWK� WKH� 81+&5�

RI¿FH�LQ�D�FRXQWU\�RI�DV\OXP��

Once the Minister or Deputy Minister of the Interior passes the formal decision to resettle 
based on the outcomes of the selection mission and recommendations by national 
VHUYLFHV��WKH�FRXQWU\�RI�DV\OXP�DQG�FDQGLGDWHV�IRU�UHVHWWOHPHQW�DUH�QRWL¿HG�E\�81+&5��
Furthermore, the Refugee Facilities Administration of the Ministry of the Interior is duly 
QRWL¿HG�LQ�RUGHU�WR�VWDUW�QHFHVVDU\�SUHSDUDWLRQV�IRU�LQWHJUDWLRQ�RI�UHVHWWOHG�SHUVRQV��

Fit to Travel check, as well as all the logistical aspects of the departure and travel from 
a country of asylum to the Czech Republic, are arranged by the Ministry of the Interior.
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q10b. Is there a formal agreement signed by both the resettled/admitted 
person and Member State after selection and before departure? If yes, what 
is covered by such an agreement? For instance, how are dependent children 
dealt with?

Candidates for resettlement sign a formal agreement in their own mother tongue 
after the cultural orientation of the selection mission, where they acknowledge that 

they have been informed about the resettlement programme of the Czech Republic and 
declare their willingness and approval to be resettled to the Czech Republic. In the case 
of families, the formal agreement is signed by one family member representative on 
behalf of the whole family.  

q11a. How is the person actually transferred to the Member State? Please 
indicate who organises the travel, how travel is carried out in practice (individual, charter 
RU� QRUPDO� FRPPHUFLDO� ÀLJKW�� WUDQVLW� DUUDQJHPHQWV� YLD� 6FKHQJHQ� RU� QRQ�6FKHQJHQ�
States) and what services are normally included (special arrangements for persons 
with disabilities, access to medication where necessary, etc.). (For services immediately 
upon arrival, see below.)

The transport to the Czech Republic is generally organised promptly after the 
QRWL¿FDWLRQ�RI�FDQGLGDWHV�IRU�UHVHWWOHPHQW�DERXW�D�SRVLWLYH�GHFLVLRQ�E\�0LQLVWHU�RU�

Deputy Minister of the Interior. 

The Ministry of the Interior, or with the assistance of IOM, arranges the travel of re-
settled persons from a country of asylum to the Czech Republic. Given the size of the 
UHVHWWOHG�JURXS��GLUHFW�PLOLWDU\�DLUFUDIW�ÀLJKWV�RU�FRPPHUFLDO�ÀLJKWV�DUH�DUUDQJHG��,Q�
WKH�FDVH�RI�WUDQVLW�ÀLJKWV��UHVHWWOHG�SHUVRQV�DUH�DVVLVWHG�RQ�WKHLU�HQWLUH�MRXUQH\�WR�WKH�
Czech Republic. Special arrangements are ensured for vulnerable persons, such as 
SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�RU�VSHFL¿F�PHGLFDO�QHHGV��

Costs concerning the travel from a country of asylum to the Czech Republic are covered 
by the budget of the Ministry of the Interior.   
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q11b. $UH�WKHUH�VSHFL¿F�VHUYLFHV�DYDLODEOH�IRU�YXOQHUDEOH�SHUVRQV�ZKHQ�WKH\�
are being transferred to the Member State? (Special pick-up from the place of stay, 
DW�WKH�DLUSRUW��GXULQJ�WKH�ÀLJKW��

Special attention is paid to vulnerable persons, who are assisted on direct or transit 
ÀLJKWV��7KH�SLFN�XS�IURP�WKH�SODFH�RI�VWD\��WUDQVIHU�WR�WKH�DLUSRUW�DV�ZHOO�DV�DVVLVWDQFH�

GXULQJ�WKH�ÀLJKW��DUH�DUUDQJHG���

2.3   post-arrival and integration phase

q12a. Is policy and law for the integration of resettled refugees different than 
integration policy/law for recognised refugees after an asylum application? If 
\HV��EULHÀ\�PHQWLRQ�RQ�ZKDW�DVSHFWV�

No. 

The policy and law for the integration of resettled refugees is the same as for the 
recognised refugees. Both, resettled refugees and recognised refugees have the same 
rights and obligations.
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q12b. who are the key players/actors and which are their responsibilities in 
the post-arrival and integration phase? This concerns national, regional and local 
state actors, NGOs, schools and education providers, health care providers, private 
sector entities, religious institutions, etc. 

player

Ministry of the Interior

Refugee Facilities Administration 
(SUZ)

Ministry of Education, Youth and 
Sports (MoEYS)

Ministry of Labour and Social  
Affairs (MoLSA)

Responsibilities

In post-arrival and integration phases, MoI is responsible for the asylum 
procedure, for granting international protection and for the administration 
of the State Integration Programme (SIP). SIP is a programme aimed at 
DVVLVWDQFH�RI�EHQH¿FLDULHV�RI�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�SURWHFWLRQ20 in order to facilitate 
WKHLU�LQWHJUDWLRQ�LQWR�WKH�VRFLHW\��HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�WKH�¿HOG�RI�KRXVLQJ��UHGXFLQJ�
language barriers and facilitating the access to the labour market.

Refugee Facilities Administration (SUZ) is a subordinated organ of the MoI. 
SUZ is responsible for the management of all asylum centres available  
in the Czech Republic. There are three kinds of asylum centres:

The reception centres house newly arrived applicants for international 
protection21 (in this case both newly resettled refugees and persons admitted 
under humanitarian admission programme who undergo the asylum 
SURFHGXUH���'XULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�VWDJH�RI�UHFHSWLRQ��WKH�EDVLF�HQWUDQFH�SURFHGXUHV�
DUH�SHUIRUPHG��7KH\�IRU�H[DPSOH�LQFOXGH�SURFHHGLQJV�IRU�JUDQWLQJ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�
SURWHFWLRQ�DQG�SUHVFULEHG�LQLWLDO�PHGLFDO�H[DPLQDWLRQ��7KLV�FHQWUH�LV�D�closed 
one – that means that persons are not allowed to leave. Applicants for 
international protection are obliged to stay during the initial period in this 
asylum centre.

The residential centres offer accommodation for applicants for international 
protection while the asylum procedure is in progress. Applicants for 
international procedure can leave the premises. Alternatively, they can live  
on their own according to their choice. The stay in the residential centre is 
thus voluntary. The services offered in residential centres are similar to those 
of reception centres. Special attention is paid to vulnerable groups.

The integration asylum centres (for persons granted international protection) 
DUH�RSHQ�WR�SDUWLFLSDQWV�RI�6,3��7KH�PD[LPXP�GXUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�VWD\�LV�XS�WR� 
18 months. The centres are primarily used for the purposes of learning Czech 
language, acquiring individual accommodation and employment.

The MoEYS is the competent body in the area of provision of Czech language 
courses (funded by the MoI on the basis of SIP). The course of 400 hours is 
free of charge and takes about 6-12 months.

The MoLSA is responsible for the assistance in entering the labour market.  
7KH�MRE�VHDUFK�DVVLVWDQFH�LV�SURYLGHG�E\�ODERXU�RI¿FHV��DOWHUQDWLYHO\�E\�
NGOs and registered employment agencies. The MoLSA also offers vocational 
WUDLQLQJ�DQG�RWKHU�FRQVXOWLQJ�DQG�PRWLYDWLRQDO�SURJUDPPHV��7KH�/DERXU�2I¿FH�
RI�WKH�&]HFK�5HSXEOLF�FDQ�RIIHU�UHWUDLQLQJ�DQG�UHTXDOL¿FDWLRQ�

This applies to persons who have been either granted international protection 
or after 6 months since lodging the application.

20�6,3�DSSOLHV�LQ�WKH�VDPH�H[WHQW�WR�DOO�EHQH¿FLDULHV�RI�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�SURWHFWLRQ�ZKR�FDQ�WDNH�SDUW�LQ�LW�RQ�YROXQWDU\�EDVLV�
±�PHDQLQJ�HYHQ�WR�UHVHWWOHG�SHUVRQV�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�WKLV�VWXG\�

21 In this part of the study we refer to resettled persons/persons admitted under humanitarian admission programmes as 
to applicants for international protection as their status is identical to the status of applicants for international protection 
once on the territory of the Czech Republic. The procedure of granting international protection is the same. However, the 
process of granting international protection is usually shorter. 

 The stay in the reception centre is thus also shorter than in cases of standard applicants for international protection as 
IRU�H[DPSOH�WKHLU�LGHQWLW\�LV�DOUHDG\�NQRZQ�EHIRUH�WKHLU�DUULYDO��DV\OXP�LQWHUYLHZV�DUH�FRQGXFWHG�GXULQJ�WKH�LQ�FRXQWU\�
selection mission etc.
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q13. what is the immediate support available upon arrival (presumably by 
plane) for resettled/admitted persons? This concerns only the immediate support 
RQ�DUULYDO��PRVW�OLNHO\�ZLWKLQ�WKH�¿UVW�KRXUV�RU�GD\���

Measure Yes/No )XUWKHU�H[SODQDWLRQ

Airport pick-up YES Within the scheme of organized resettlement/humanitarian admission 
programmes this service is being assured by the MoI. Resettled/admitted 
persons are then being transferred to the reception centres for the necessary 
initial procedures. 

Provision of (temporary) 
documentation

YES 7KHLU�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�GRFXPHQW�LV�KDQGHG�RYHU�WR�WKH�0R,�DQG�VXEVHTXHQWO\�WKH\�
receive the Document for applicant for international protection which they hold 
until being granted international protection.  

Food YES Upon arrival in the reception centre, asylum seekers are provided with meals 
3 times a day – breakfast, lunch, dinner. When arriving at night, there is a so 
FDOOHG�ZDLWLQJ�URRP�RSHQ�������:KHQ�DUULYDOV�DUH�H[SHFWHG�DW�QLJKW��WKHUH�DUH�
supplies of refreshments available.     

Lodging (more detailed 
questions below)

YES

Clothing YES A humanitarian storehouse is available, which consists of new (especially in 
case of underwear) and second hand clothes. 

0HGLFDO�H[DPLQDWLRQ YES $V\OXP�VHHNHUV�DUH�REOLJHG�WR�XQGHUJR�D�PHGLFDO�H[DPLQDWLRQ�LPPHGLDWHO\� 
DIWHU�WKHLU�DUULYDO��7KH�PHGLFDO�H[DPLQDWLRQ�LV�FDUULHG�RXW�LQ�WKH�UHFHSWLRQ� 
centre where medical staff is available. 

Other form of health 
care

YES 2WKHU�IRUPV�RI�KHDOWK�FDUH�DUH�SURYLGHG�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�VSHFL¿F�QHHGV�±�IRU�
H[DPSOH�LQ�FDVHV�RI�PHQWDO�RU�SK\VLFDO�FRQGLWLRQV��

Interpretation upon 
arrival 

YES Interpretation is being secured immediately upon their arrival. Asylum seekers 
are being provided information in their mother tongue. 

Other, please specify Asylum seekers are also being provided with legal and social counselling from  
the side of designated NGOs which have an access to the asylum centres. 

player

General provider of integration 
services

(Caritas Czech Republic has been 
selected as a general provider for 
2016)

Responsibilities

The charity organisation Caritas Czech Republic coordinates and also offers 
in cooperation with other entities integration services to authorised persons 
(persons taking part in SIP). It secures integration services on the basis of 
concluded multi-year general contract with MoI. It cooperates with other legal 
entities and subcontractors, such as concerned ministries, municipalities, 
NGOs, churches, volunteers, employers etc.

The provider (or subcontractor) prepares an individual integration plan in 
FRRSHUDWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�EHQH¿FLDU\�RI�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�SURWHFWLRQ��,W�FRQVLVWV�RI�
integration goals and the process of integration on individual basis.

Integration services are provided in the areas of housing, employment, 
education, social and health care and reducing language barriers.

The participation in SIP is on voluntary basis.
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q14a. what status is granted to the person resettled or admitted under hu-
manitarian admission? Does it differ from the status given to persons granted 
international protection for ‘regular’ asylum applications? Please indicate the 
GXUDWLRQ�DQG�RWKHU�UHOHYDQW�GHWDLOV��H[WHQVLRQ��HWF����

The status granted to the resettled persons or persons admitted under humanitarian 
admission is the same as the status given to persons granted international protection.  

The process of granting international protection in the form of asylum or subsidiary 
protection is regulated by the Act No. 325/1999 Coll., on Asylum as amended.

q14b. If the person is not granted the ‘standard’ international protection 
status and related residence permit upon arrival, what legal title is granted? 
If there are multiple types of resettlement or humanitarian admission, please add more 
rows or clearly distinguish this information. 

Type  
of programme

permit/ 
residence title 
granted

Initial duration 
of the permit  
(in months)

If applicable, 
H[WHQVLRQV�
possible for  
the permit

please  
provide further 
details where 
necessary/
applicable

Resettlement Programme N/A N/A N/A N/A

Humanitarian Admission  
Programme

N/A N/A N/A N/A

q15a. Do resettled persons or persons admitted under humanitarian admis-
VLRQ�KDYH�WKH�ULJKW�WR�IDPLO\�UHXQL¿FDWLRQ"

Yes.
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q15b.�,I�\HV��WR�ZKDW�H[WHQW�LV�WKH�ULJKW�WR�IDPLO\�UHXQL¿FDWLRQ�IRU�UHVHWWOHG�
persons or persons admitted under humanitarian admission different than 
for others persons granted refugee status? 

There is no difference. The same rules apply both to resettled persons/persons ad-
PLWWHG�XQGHU�KXPDQLWDULDQ�DGPLVVLRQ�DV�WR�EHQH¿FLDULHV�RI�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�SURWHFWLRQ��

7KH�SURFHVV�RI�IDPLO\�UHXQL¿FDWLRQ�LV�UHJXODWHG�E\�WKH�$FW�1R�����������&ROO���RQ�$V\OXP�
as amended.

q15c. Do resettled persons or persons admitted under humanitarian admission 
have access to naturalisation/citizenship?

Yes.

q15d. ,I�\HV�� WR�ZKDW�H[WHQW� LV�DFFHVV�WR�QDWXUDOLVDWLRQ�FLWL]HQVKLS�IRU�WKH�
resettled person or person admitted under humanitarian admission different 
than for other persons granted refugee status?

There is no difference. The same rules apply both to resettled persons/persons 
admitted under humanitarian admission as to persons granted international pro-

tection. 

$IWHU� ¿YH� \HDUV� RI� SHUPDQHQW� UHVLGHQFH� LQ� WKH� &]HFK� 5HSXEOLF�� UHVHWWOHG� SHUVRQV�
persons admitted under humanitarian admission have the right to apply for the Czech 
citizenship. Citizenship is not granted automatically – applicants have to meet necessary 
requirements such as security clearance, knowledge of the Czech language etc. 
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q16a. Is there geographical distribution in the Member State of the resettled 
persons or admitted under humanitarian admission? Geographical distribution 
is the placement of resettled persons in different areas/provinces/municipalities of the 
Member State according to national priorities.

YES, resettled persons/persons admitted under humanitarian admission are geo-
graphically distributed across the whole country. However, geographical distribution 

of these persons is not programmed. 

%HQH¿FLDULHV�RI�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�SURWHFWLRQ�KDYH�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\��QRW�D�GXW\��WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�
LQ�6,3��ZKLFK�FRQVLVWV�RI�WZR�SKDVHV��7KH�¿UVW�VWDJH�RI�LQWHJUDWLRQ�LQFOXGHV�KRXVLQJ�LQ�
the integration asylum centres (IAS) – in case the authorised person does not have his/
her own housing after being granted international protection, he/she could apply for 
DFFRPPRGDWLRQ�LQ�,$6��%HQH¿FLDULHV�RI�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�SURWHFWLRQ�FDQ�VWD\�LQ�,$6�IRU�PD[��
18 months and the stay there is voluntary.

The second stage of integration consists of the provision of housing in the municipality. 
The location takes into account several aspects, which consist of the preferences of 
EHQH¿FLDULHV��ZRUN�SRVVLELOLWLHV�HWF��(YHQ�LI�EHQH¿FLDULHV�WHQG�WR�SUHIHU�OLYLQJ�LQ�ODUJH�
FLWLHV��HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�WKH�&]HFK�FDSLWDO��3UDJXH��EHQH¿FLDULHV�RI�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�SURWHFWLRQ�DUH�
GLVWULEXWHG�DFURVV�WKH�ZKROH�FRXQWU\��$W�WKH�HQG�LW�LV�RQO\�XS�WR�WKH�EHQH¿FLDULHV�ZKHUH�
WKH\�GHFLGH�WR�OLYH�DV�WKH\�KDYH�WKH�ULJKW�WR�VHWWOH�LQ�WKH�&]HFK�5HSXEOLF��%HQH¿FLDULHV�
do not have to take the opportunity of provided housing and can choose the location 
themselves – however, such cases do not happen often.

q16b. who decides on geographical distribution and how does it work in 
practice? (in terms of funding allocated to municipalities taking in resettled persons, 
availability of accommodation, access to schools and employment, preferences of the 
person)? 

The general provider of integration services, Caritas Czech Republic, has a list of 
offers of housing available and while taking into account the preferences of persons, 

possibilities of employment, access to education and health care etc., it decides on 
WKH�ORFDWLRQ�RI�D�EHQH¿FLDU\��SDUWLFLSDQW�RI�6,3��DFURVV�WKH�&]HFK�5HSXEOLF��$V�DOUHDG\�
PHQWLRQHG�DERYH�LW�LV�XS�WR�WKH�EHQH¿FLDU\�KLPVHOI�KHUVHOI�ZKHUH�KH�VKH�GHFLGHV�WR�OLYH��
$�EHQH¿FLDU\�FDQ�WXUQ�WKH�RIIHU�GRZQ��
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Further note:

Regarding the private housing outside the IAS, the authorised person is entitled within 
his/her individual integrational programme to take advantage of further support which 
is provided in cooperation with the general provider of integration services, such as:

��Securing housing in the form of a lease or accommodation agreement if the 
accommodation is linked to employment for the period of at least 1 year.

��7KH�SRVVLELOLW\�RI�UHLPEXUVHPHQW�RI�LQSXW�FRVWV��GHSRVLW��SD\PHQW�RI�¿UVW��
alternatively second lease.

��)XUQLVKLQJ�WKH�ÀDW�ZLWK�EDVLF�HTXLSPHQW�HWF��

The cost of accommodation outside the IAS premises is covered by the person.
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q17a. please indicate which types of accommodation are available to resettled 
persons or admitted under humanitarian admission upon arrival, and how 
DFFRPPRGDWLRQ�LV�DUUDQJHG�LQ�\RXU�0HPEHU�6WDWH�E\�LQGLFDWLQJ�WKH�PD[LPXP�
duration and who provides the accommodation.

Accommodation for 
resettled person(s)

Yes – 
– always

Yes-Often

Yes – 
– Seldom 
/rarely

Not used

0D[LPXP�GXUDWLRQ�
(months/permanent)

who provides the 
accommodation? 
(e.g., government, 
NGOs, resettled  
person, religious  
institutions)

Further  
H[SODQDWLRQV

Accommodation  
in reception centres 

Yes –  
– always 

0D[LPXP�GXUDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�
scope of weeks. In cases 
of resettled persons/
persons admitted 
under humanitarian 
programmes, the period 
of stay in the reception 
centre is much shorter. 

The Refugee Facilities 
Administration of the 
Ministry of the Interior 

All applicants for 
international protection 
are obliged to stay in 
the reception centre for 
the period necessary 
for establishment of 
their identity, initial 
proceedings for granting 
international protection, 
entrance interview 
and social inquiry and 
prescribed initial medical 
H[DPLQDWLRQ��

Accommodation in 
temporary shelter/
housing (tents, converted 
buildings such as schools)

Not used. N/A N/A N/A

Accommodation in social/
council housing

Not used. N/A N/A N/A

Accommodation in hotels 
or other types of housing 
(formerly) foreseen for 
tourists

Not used. N/A N/A N/A

Accommodation in 
regular/private housing

Not used. N/A N/A N/A

Other, please specify N/A N/A N/A N/A
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q17b. Is a resettled/admitted person allowed to freely move elsewhere 
within the Member State after his/her arrival or once accommodation has 
been allocated? 

Yes, but only after leaving the reception centre (after app. 2–3 weeks, this period is 
usually shorter for resettled persons/persons admitted for humanitarian reasons). 

The stay in the reception centre is obligatory for all incoming asylum seekers. It is  
a centre of a closed type with no free leave. After leaving the reception centre, asylum 
seekers can both move freely elsewhere within the Czech Republic and even live in their 
own accommodation – they do not have to stay in the residential centres where asylum 
seekers usually stay while the asylum procedure is in progress.    

q17c. Is a resettled person allowed to freely travel to another Member State 
once housing has been allocated? 

YHV��ZKHQ�FHUWDLQ�FRQGLWLRQV�KDYH�EHHQ�VDWLV¿HG��ZKLFK�DUH��

Resettled persons/persons admitted for humanitarian reasons can freely travel to 
another Member State only after being granted international protection (in the form 
of asylum or subsidiary protection). Also, they have to be in the possession of a travel 
document and have their residence registered with the MoI. 

After being granted international protection, a person is issued a residence permit card 
ZLWK�ELRPHWULF�FRPSRQHQWV��LQFOXGLQJ�SKRWRJUDSKV�RI�D�IDFH��¿QJHUSULQWV��DQG�VLJQDWXUH���
+RZHYHU��WKLV�UHVLGHQFH�FDUG�GRHV�QRW�DXWKRULVH�EHQH¿FLDULHV�RI�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�SURWHFWLRQ�
to travel abroad, not even to the states of the Schengen Area. For travelling abroad, 
EHQH¿FLDULHV� RI� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� SURWHFWLRQ� DUH� HQWLWOHG� WR� DSSO\� IRU� D� VSHFLDO� WUDYHO�
GRFXPHQW�ZLWK�WKH�RI¿FH�RI�WKH�0R,��:LWK�D�YDOLG�UHVLGHQFH�SHUPLW�FDUG�DQG�D�WUDYHO�
GRFXPHQW�� EHQH¿FLDULHV� FDQ� IUHHO\� WUDYHO� WR� WKH� WHUULWRULHV� RI� WKH�0HPEHU�6WDWHV� RI�
the Schengen Area, Bulgaria, Cyprus and Romania, provided that their stay does not 
H[FHHG����GD\V�GXULQJ�DQ\�SHULRG�RI�����GD\V��3HUVRQV�FDQ�DOVR�WUDYHO�WR�,UHODQG�IRU�WKH�
SHULRG�QRW�H[FHHGLQJ���PRQWKV�DQG�LI�PHHWLQJ�WKH�FRQGLWLRQV�GH¿QHG�E\�WKH�,ULVK�VLGH��
%HQH¿FLDULHV�FDQ�DOVR�WUDYHO�RXWVLGH�WKH�6FKHQJHQ�$UHD�LI�PHHWLQJ�WKH�UHTXLUHPHQWV�RI�
relevant countries, such as the possession of valid visa documents.
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q18. 3OHDVH�LQGLFDWH�EHORZ�ZKLFK�LQWHJUDWLRQ�PHDVXUHV�DUH�DYDLODEOH�VSHFL¿-
cally to persons admitted under resettlement and/or humanitarian admission, 
and who provides them. 

During the asylum application proceedings, the resettled persons are in the position 
of applicants for international protection. As soon as the application for international 

SURWHFWLRQ� LV� DSSURYHG�� WKH� UHVHWWOHG� SHUVRQV� DUH� LQ� SRVLWLRQ� RI� EHQH¿FLDULHV� RI�
international protection. Afterwards, the integration measures for resettled persons/
SHUVRQV� DGPLWWHG� XQGHU� KXPDQLWDULDQ�PHDVXUHV� DUH� H[DFWO\� WKH� VDPH� DV� IRU� RWKHU�
EHQH¿FLDULHV�RI�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�SURWHFWLRQ�

As regards applicants for international protection (living either in the reception centre 
or accommodation centre): 

��Weekly or monthly allowance

During the stay of an applicant for international protection in the asylum centre 
(reception or accommodation), he/she is entitled to pocket money which amounts to  
30 CZK a day (app. 1 EUR).

With regard to the capabilities of the asylum facility to provide food, the applicant for 
LQWHUQDWLRQDO�SURWHFWLRQ�PD\�EH�JLYHQ��LQVWHDG�RI�IRRG��¿QDQFLDO�DVVLVWDQFH�RI�DQ�DPRXQW�
FRUUHVSRQGLQJ� WR� WKH� VXEVLVWHQFH�PLQLPXP� RI� WKH� DSSOLFDQW� DQG� SHUVRQV� H[DPLQHG�
WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�KLP�KHU��)RU� WKH�SHULRG�RI�SURYLVLRQ�RI�¿QDQFLDO�DVVLVWDQFH�WKHUH� LV�QR�
right to receive any pocket money.

,I�D�SHUVRQ�OLYHV�RXWVLGH�WKH�DV\OXP�FHQWUH��WKHQ�¿QDQFLDO�DVVLVWDQFH�PD\�EH�SURYLGHG�
during the proceedings for granting international protection for a total period not 
H[FHHGLQJ���PRQWKV�

��In-kind support (food, clothing, transportation, basic needs etc.)

Depending on the type of the centre, applicants for international protection are offered 
accommodation, food, personal hygiene, medical care, school supplies (for children), 
psychological and health, social and other essential services. The services are provided 
by the Refugee Facilities Administration of the Ministry of the Interior.
 
��Initial medical check-up 

Applicants for international protection are obliged to undergo an initial medical check-
up immediately upon their arrival to the reception centre. These initial check-ups are 
provided by the Refugee Facilities Administration and its medical staff. 
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��)XOO�DFFHVV�WR�KHDOWKFDUH

Applicants for international protection have full access to healthcare. 

��Access to specialised services for survivors of violence and victims of torture, women, 
girls, and children at risk etc.

Applicants for international protection have access to the above-mentioned services 
based on their individual needs. 

As regards EHQH¿FLDULHV of international protection (resettled persons):

��Weekly or monthly allowance

%HQH¿FLDULHV�RI�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�SURWHFWLRQ�DUH�HQWLWOHG��LI�WKH\�PHHW�WKH�UHTXLUHPHQWV��WR�
VRFLDO�EHQH¿WV�GXULQJ�WKH�ZKROH�SHULRG�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH\�KROG�OHJDO�VWDWXV�RI�EHQH¿FLDULHV�
RI�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�SURWHFWLRQ��6RFLDO�EHQH¿WV�DUH�FDOFXODWHG�DQG�SDLG�RII�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKHLU�
type, usually per month.

$OVR�� DIWHU� WKH�SRVLWLYH�GHFLVLRQ�RQ� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� SURWHFWLRQ��D� OXPS�VXP�RI�¿QDQFLDO�
assistance amounting to the subsistence minimum of this person and jointly assessed 
persons is paid off.

��In-kind support (food, clothing, transportation, basic needs etc.)

'XULQJ� WKH� ZKROH� SHULRG� RI� VWD\� LQ� WKH� ,QWHJUDWLRQ� $V\OXP� &HQWUH�� EHQH¿FLDULHV� RI�
international protection are entitled to in-kind support in the form of accommodation, 
food, personal hygiene, medical care, school supplies (for children) psychological, and 
health, social and other essential services. 

��)XOO�DFFHVV�WR�KHDOWKFDUH�

%HQH¿FLDULHV�RI� LQWHUQDWLRQDO�SURWHFWLRQ�KDYH�IXOO�DFFHVV�WR�KHDOWKFDUH��$V�FLWL]HQV�RI�
the Czech Republic, they are obliged to pay health insurance in order to have access to 
basic healthcare.  

In case of participation in the State Integration Programme, foreign nationals are also 
SURYLGHG�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�VL[�PRQWKV�DIWHU�EHLQJ�JUDQWHG�WKH�VWDWXV��DVVLVWDQFH�LQ�UHJLVWUDWLRQ�
by health insurance companies and assistance in registration with physicians. 

��Access to specialised services for survivors of violence and victims of torture, women, 
girls, and children at risk etc.

%HQH¿FLDULHV�RI�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�SURWHFWLRQ�KDYH�DFFHVV�WR�WKH�DERYH�PHQWLRQHG�VHUYLFHV�
based on their individual needs.
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��Education support

%HQH¿FLDULHV�RI�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�SURWHFWLRQ��LI�WDNLQJ�SDUW�LQ�WKH�6WDWH�,QWHJUDWLRQ�3URJUDPPH��
are provided with free intensive Czech language courses (400 hours), integration into 
the educational system according to the current legal framework and with culture and 
democracy introductory course. Assistance in the sphere of education within the State 
Integration Programme is provided by the general provider of integration services and 
its subcontractors together with the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports for the 
period of 6 months.
 
��Social support

%HQH¿FLDULHV� RI� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� SURWHFWLRQ�� LI� WDNLQJ� SDUW� LQ� WKH� 6WDWH� ,QWHJUDWLRQ� 3UR-
JUDPPH��DUH�SURYLGHG�ZLWK�DVVLVWDQFH�DV�UHJDUGV�UHJLVWUDWLRQ�DW�WKH�/DERXU�2I¿FH�RI�
the Czech Republic, access to the social welfare system (assistance with completing ap-
SOLFDWLRQV�IRU�WKH�SURYLVLRQ�RI�VRFLDO�EHQH¿WV�XQGHU�WKH�$FW�1R�����������&ROO���RQ�6WDWH�
Social Support, as amended and the Act No. 111/2006 Coll., on Assistance in Material 
Need, as amended. Assistance is provided by the general provider of integration ser-
vices and its subcontractors for the period of 6 months.
  
��Availability of interpreters/translation for reception and orientation sessions and 

appointments with service providers

%HQH¿FLDULHV� RI� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� SURWHFWLRQ�� LI� WDNLQJ� SDUW� LQ� WKH� 6WDWH� ,QWHJUDWLRQ� 3UR-
gramme, are provided with assistance in the sphere of interpretation and also legal and 
social assistance for the period of 6 months. 
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q19a. :KDW� IXQGLQJ� LV�PDGH� DYDLODEOH� VSHFL¿FDOO\� IRU� UHVHWWOHPHQW� RU� KX-
manitarian admission, to whom is it made available, and how is this allocated? 
,V�WKHUH�D�PRQWKO\�RU�DQQXDO�¿[HG�VXP�SHU�UHVHWWOHG�SHUVRQ�RU�DQ�RYHUDOO�DQQXDO�EXG-
get regardless of the number of resettled persons? Please indicate whether this covers 
IXQGLQJ�DW�QDWLRQDO��UHJLRQDO�DQG�ORFDO�OHYHO�DQG�WR�ZKDW�H[WHQW�WKH�0HPEHU�6WDWH�UHOLHV�
on EU (AMIF) funding. Please clearly indicate whether this funding is available to all per-
VRQV�JUDQWHG�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�SURWHFWLRQ�E\�\RXU�0HPEHU�6WDWH�RU�LV�VSHFL¿F�IXQGLQJ�XQGHU�
resettlement or humanitarian admission programmes.

These programmes are funded from the state budget. The amount allocated to such 
SURJUDPPHV�LV�¿[HG�

 
Also funds from AMIF are available – in case of a resettled person, it counts to the 
amount of 10,000 EUR per resettled person. It is important to mention that the whole 
amount of AMIF funding goes to State Integration Programme. 

Funds thus come both from the state budget and from AMIF. 

q19b. please indicate the annual funding available for resettlement or 
humanitarian admission (only resettlement activities until the arrival in the 
(Member) State, not including the budget/funding for after-arrival services). 
,I�IXQGLQJ�LV�DOORFDWHG�DV�D�¿[HG�VXP�SHU�UHVHWWOHG�SHUVRQ�SOHDVH�FRQVLGHU�DOO�IXQGLQJ�
that were allocated for all resettled persons. Please also indicate what the funding 
includes.

The Czech Republic does not have an allocated annual budget for resettlement 
DQG�KXPDQLWDULDQ�DGPLVVLRQ��$OO�SURJUDPPHV�DUH�¿QDQFHG�IURP�WKH�EXGJHW�RI�WKH�

Ministry of the Interior.

If yes, please indicate the quota 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Budget for resettlement N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

What does it include? N/A
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q20a. 7R� ZKDW� H[WHQW� LV� LQIRUPDWLRQ� DQG� FXOWXUDO� RULHQWDWLRQ� SURYLGHG� to 
resettled persons/admitted under humanitarian admission programmes upon 
arrival? please include the information in the table below and indicate to 
ZKDW�H[WHQW�WKH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�RULHQWDWLRQ�SURYLGHG�XQGHU�UHVHWWOHPHQW�DQG�
humanitarian admission is different from the one provided to other persons 
granted international protection by your Member State. 

what information/
cultural orientation 
is provided

when is the 
information/
cultural orientation 
provided

who provides the 
information/cultural 
orientation?

How is the 
information/
cultural orientation 
provided

Is the information/
cultural orientation 
different from what 
is provided to other 
persons granted 
international 
protection 
(not under 
resettlement)?

Basic cultural 
orientation and 
necessary information 
of all kinds are offered 
to the applicants 
for international 
protection in the 
asylum centres from 
the side of social 
workers (asylum 
centres are operated 
by SUZ).

Information and 
also legal and social 
counselling can be 
provided to applicants 
for international 
protection during the 
whole period of their 
stay there. 

SUZ and its social 
workers. 

1R�VSHFL¿F�IRUPDW��

q20b. How is the receiving community at local level prepared for the arrival of 
the resettled/admitted person(s) through the provision of information? Please 
indicate the type of information provided (oral or written information), the receivers 
RI�VXFK�LQIRUPDWLRQ��ORFDO�DXWKRULW\�RI¿FHV��VFKRROV��FRPPXQLW\�FHQWUHV��DQG�KRZ�WKLV�
information is spread.

Receiving community at local level is prepared on ad hoc basis. The MoI cooperates 
with local municipalities, NGOs, churches etc. This cooperation is regarded as crucial 

for successful integration into the society.
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q20c. +RZ� DUH� JRYHUQPHQW� RI¿FLDOV�� PXQLFLSDOLWLHV�� ORFDO� 1*2V�� FLWL]HQV�
and other people at local level informed/trained on how to deal with the 
arrival of resettled/admitted persons? who provides and who receives this 
LQIRUPDWLRQ�WUDLQLQJ�� KRZ� LV� LW� SURYLGHG� DQG�ZKDW� TXDOL¿FDWLRQ�EDFNJURXQG�
does the training staff have?

TKHUH�LV�QR�¿[HG�SURJUDPPH�UHJDUGLQJ�WKLV�VSKHUH��$OO�WKHVH�DFWRUV�DUH�LQIRUPHG�
trained on ad hoc basis.
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In light of the discussion on safe and legal ways for refugees to reach EU territory, 
private sponsorship is often not considered in the EU.

Private sponsorship programmes shift primary responsibility for assisting refugees 
(pre-departure and post-arrival) from the government to private actors (including 
International Organisations, NGOs, etc.). These private sponsors usually accept a degree 
RI�UHVSRQVLELOLW\��HLWKHU�¿QDQFLDO��PDWHULDO�RU�RWKHU��IRU�WKH�UHVHWWOHG�SHUVRQ��IRU�D�FHUWDLQ�
period of time. Often they are able to select or indicate the persons they would like to 
sponsor for resettlement, but decision-making remains the exclusive competence of 
the relevant government authorities. Private sponsorship in this Study therefore only 
FRQFHUQV�WKRVH�SURJUDPPHV�ZKHUH�¿QDO�GHFLVLRQ�PDNLQJ�OLHV�ZLWK�UHOHYDQW�JRYHUQPHQW�
authorities.

Note: in some Member States, Humanitarian Admission Programmes may contain an 
element of private sponsorship (e.g., by a family member). These elements should be 
reported primarily in section 2 and, where applicable, can be cross-referred here in 
section 3.

q21. Does or did your Member State have a private sponsorship programme for 
enabling resettlement of third country nationals? If yes, are they permanent 
programmes or rather ad-hoc?

No. The Czech Republic does not have such private sponsorship programmes.

  3NATIONAL LEGISLATION AND pOLICIES  
ON pRIVATE SpONSORSHIp pROGRAMMES

s e c t i o n
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4.1   Challenges and obstacles for designing and implementation of resettlement 
programmes and/or humanitarian admission programmes

q22. Are you aware of any evaluations at national, regional or local level 
of resettlement programmes and/or humanitarian admission programmes in 
\RXU�0HPEHU�6WDWH�IURP�����"�,I�VR��ZKDW�ZHUH�WKH�PDLQ�¿QGLQJV"

No.

q23. In your Member State, have any practical challenges/obstacles related to 
designing, implementing and running resettlement /humanitarian admission 
SURJUDPPHV�EHHQ�LGHQWL¿HG" 

phase Challenges (if any)

Pre-departure and departure 
�LQFOXGLQJ�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�DQG�
selection)

��One of the obstacles to resettlement programmes lies usually in the lack of personal 
LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�GRFXPHQWV�LQGLVSHQVDEOH�WR�QDWLRQDO�VHFXULW\�FKHFNV��

��6RPHWLPHV�D�VPRRWK�FRRSHUDWLRQ�ZLWK�WKLUG�SDUWLHV�PLJKW�EH�KLQGHUHG��IRU�H[DPSOH�
in obtaining all necessary documents of candidates for resettlement. 

��Another challenge to resettlement programmes in previous years has been that the 
pre-selected candidates for resettlement decided at the end of a selection mission 
not to be resettled, and subsequently integrated, to the Czech Republic. 

Arrival and post-arrival  
(including integration)

��Absconding.  

��7KHUH�DUH�D�QXPEHU�RI�FKDOOHQJHV�REVWDFOHV�ZKLFK�FDQ�EH�LGHQWL¿HG��2QH�RI�WKH�PDLQ�
pressing ones can be seen in the fact that these groups of people often do not tend 
to stay in the Czech Republic after being resettled / admitted.

��$OVR��IRU�QRQ�6ODYLF�LW�LV�YHU\�GLI¿FXOW�WR�JDLQ�WKH�NQRZOHGJH�RI�&]HFK�ODQJXDJH�

  4EVALUATIONS AND IDENTIFIED CHALLENGES,  
GOOD pRACTICES AND LESSONS LEARNT

s e c t i o n
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4.2   Good practices and lessons learnt 

q24a. ,I�WKHUH�DUH�VSHFL¿F�H[DPSOHV�RI�JRRG�SUDFWLFHV�RU�OHVVRQV�OHDUQW�RI�WKH�
resettlement programme�LQ�\RXU�0HPEHU�6WDWHV�ZRUWK�KLJKOLJKWLQJ��SOHDVH�¿OO�
LQ�WKH�ER[�EHORZ��

From a practical point of view, the Czech Republic pays a close attention to a well-
developed in-country selection missions. One of the greatest assets in the pre-

departure preparation is the distribution of the information package advising the 
candidates for resettlement about the Czech Republic, its resettlement programme and 
procedure, as well as integration potential, prior to the selection mission. In addition 
to that, the cultural orientation seminar, which is a crucial and compulsory part of the 
selection mission and is offered in the mother tongue of candidates for resettlement, 
gives the opportunity to address questions of concern. The integration interviews, which 
DUH�DOVR�D�IXQGDPHQWDO�DQG�LPSHUDWLYH�SDUW�RI�WKH�PLVVLRQ��DUH�DLPHG�DW�H[SHFWDWLRQ�
PDQDJHPHQW�DQG�H[SHFWDWLRQ�FUHDWLRQ�IURP�EHLQJ�UHVHWWOHG�DQG�VXEVHTXHQWO\�LQWHJUDWHG�
in the Czech society. The combination of information provision and possibility to ask 
questions of concern provide the candidates for resettlement with the opportunity to 
decide on the resettlement and thus it aids to prevent and eliminate potential secondary 
movements within the European Union after the resettlement.     

5HJDUGLQJ� UHVHWWOHPHQW� SURJUDPPHV�� ZH� FDQ� PHQWLRQ� IRU� H[DPSOH� D� resettlement 
programme of the Burmese refugees. The programme was running between 2008 and 
2012 during which 107 Burmese refugees were resettled to the Czech Republic. This 
programme was successful due to very well coordinated cooperation between the main 
actors (MoI, local municipalities, NGOs and resettled refugees). These resettled persons 
have been successfully integrated into the Czech society. 

The State Integration Programme, which aims to cover the main integration areas, 
LV� DQRWKHU� H[DPSOH� RI� D� JRRG� SUDFWLFH�� 6,3� LV� DLPHG� DW� DVVLVWDQFH� IRU� EHQH¿FLDULHV�
of international protection (in the form of asylum or subsidiary protection) in order 
to facilitate their integration into the society. The history of the programme goes 
back to 1993. Since then, it has been updated several times – the main goals have 
remained the same though. It has been legally based in the Act No. 325/1999 Coll., 
RQ� $V\OXP�� DV� DPHQGHG�� (DFK� EHQH¿FLDU\� RI� LQWHUQDWLRQDO� SURWHFWLRQ�PD\� DSSO\� IRU�
the programme on the basis of the application submitted after the positive decision 
on granting international protection is made. The participation in SIP is voluntary. New 
concept of SIP was approved by the Government on November 20, 2015. It responds 
to the anticipated increase in number of authorised persons in the programme, i.e. 
WR�VSRQWDQHRXVO\� LQFRPLQJ�UHIXJHHV�DQG�SHUVRQV� LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�UHVHWWOHPHQW�DQG�
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relocation programmes. It covers the areas of Czech language courses, facilitation of 
the access to the labour market, assistance with housing, education and vocational 
training. Each participant of SIP is provided with an individual integration plan which is 
prepared together with the provider (or subcontractor).  

q24b. ,I�WKHUH�DUH�VSHFL¿F�H[DPSOHV�RI�JRRG�SUDFWLFHV�RU�OHVVRQV�OHDUQW�RI�WKH�
humanitarian admission programme in your Member States worth highlighting, 
SOHDVH�¿OO�LQ�WKH�ER[�EHORZ��

N/A
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